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4 * APA. To THE PEOPLE, 5 
Was the celebrated form | in which 3 
citizen of ancient. Rome refuſed his ac- 


9 


quicſcence i in any ſentence of which he felt 
the iche, 5 
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"Ong giving a new an of The Ben 
$10N to the public, 1 find myſelf irreſiſtibly 5 
| impelledt to uſe the ſame form of appeal from 
ah illiberal ſþjrit of prejüdice, a | nd perhaps 
of alfectation, which Hay lately endeayoured 
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not only to depreciate works of imagination 


in general „ but to exclude from the road 


of literary fame, even by the flowery paths wy 


of romance, a fex which from quick ſenſi- 


| bility, native delicacy -of mind, facility of 
_ expreſſion, and a ſtyle at once animated 
and natural, is perhaps, when poſſeſſed of 


real genius, moſt peculiarly e to 


: excel in | this yp) of whoral ny | 


It eln the higheſt honour on "hls 


branch of compoſition, as well as on 


this age and kingdom, chat ſome of the 
5 brighteſt ornaments. of literature. amongſt 


the other ſex * have not diſdained the meed 
of inventive Fancy ; and that the novel, 
which 1 in other es, and other countries, 


3 r Cd 5. Red 21177 41 2911676 
* Rita Tohnſon, Macken, Gli: &c. 
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bas been too often made the vehicle of de- 
pravity and licentiouſneſs, has here diſ- 
played the flandard ef moral truth, and 
| breathed the ſpirit of the pureſt virtue. 


In naming Richardſon as an illuſtrious 
example of my affertion, I filence the voice 
of prejudice itſelf, What taſteleſs critic 
| ſhall dare to attempt Trending the palm from 
the brow of him, © who” (in the words 
of a writer whoſe recent loſs a nation joins 
in regretting) * has enlarged the know- 


ledge of human nature, and taught the 


| paſſions to move at the command of vir- 
tue? 1 Vf. 


Of him, who in bis beautiful hiſtories 
i* of the world, and of human nature, thoſe 


5 2 
* The Rambler, Ne %. 
be: *“ hiſtories 


's 4 viii 1 9 = 


« hiſtories in which virtue inſtraQts us by 
the hand of genius, has communicated at 


© onee all that experience can teach? To 


4e read his works without a wiſh to be bet= 
ter, I might add, without the accompliſh- 


; — 


% ment of that wiſh, is impoſſible . 


$ ; 
- 


_ What 18 here faid;” witli lo much juſtice, 


by authorities more important than mine, 


of the moral tendency of Richardſon's divine 


writings, 1s not leſs true in general of the 
more ſele& novels of the preſent age; the 


5 writers of which, like him, have purſued 


the noble purpoſe of alluring the heart 
to virtue, and deterring it from vice, by 


Memoir of the Marquis de Roſelle by Mad. Elie 
de Beaumont, the amiable conſort of the generous, de- 


fenderof the family of Calas. 5 
well- 


62 


W 's TVC 
EE ad?” l * a Ont Ob 
„ . tf ent TSA F 


4 = 1 * 

75 R #4 FC 

8 . SL 
TRICE e 
” * * 3 


22 ds. Chat r 
222 K odd dC tn 
717... ne 2 OS JOEY 


Fe + et oi ⅛˙rͤi U 4 2 
s OE CCC Ve I 
2 E A TENT OO 5 


PPP * 
3) SE ISSSD 3 Far os = 
C0 


1 GIN * 


e 
4 333 „ 


FF TL SY nY © 1 ee EP OK 0 I 
* e en; Nee ee ESE 
F 


25 
5 
1 8 
82 
8 
Vs 
$74 
8 
3 
* 
Weg 
$$.3Y 
Iv >, 
AN 
E 
WT 
LS 
18 
. 
vw Fall 
I 
"F*4 
—— " 
N 
"EY 
8 
I 
*. 
. 
«3-4 
EY 
2&1 
8 
8 
9 
Is 
IS, 
® 4:42 
+44, ” 
_ 
; 
4 
8 


- be allowed to boaſt. 


(i) 


woell-drawn pigures, and friking' exam- 
PIs: of both. 1 91D | 


"#49 25 


Tn this laudable purſuit, if he file. 
I have not been undiſtinguiſhed, if they. 


have unlocked the ſtores of Imagination, 


and employed the well-wrought fable, to 
paint moral rectitude in the glowing colours 


lent by truth ; far from acquieſcing in the 
wild and inconſiderate cenſure of a late cri- 
tie , it appears to be a circumſtance which : 
places our ſex in the faireſt point of view, 


and of which the moſt timid modeſty may 


EY * ö * 


To govern Wan to command ar- 
mies, to . to fight; to inveſtigate 


* There muſt' be a profligacy of manners before 
women can ſo utterly forget all ſenſe of decency and pro- 
priety as to turn authors.“ Preface to . Scotifn 
Ballads. bn 
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che hidden powers of nature, to tarerle 

the abſtruſer regions of philoſophy and ſci> 

ence, to bend the ſtubborn mind to the 
the yoke of rational obedience, be the pro- 

vince of man. To ſway the ſofter empire of 
private life, to cultivate the milder powers 
of the underſtanding, to impreſs the gen- 
tler, the ſocial, duties, on the hearts of the 
rifing generation, by preſentins them to 
their notice, adorned with their native 
graces; to wateh the opening infant mind, 
neceſſarily committed at that early ſeaſon to | 
our tender cares, to explore the latent f park 
of generous emulation, to expand (as well by 
N writing as converſation) the bud of reaſon : 


And teach the young idea how to ſhoot, 


Be the taſk, as it is a purſuit not unworthy 

the retired dignity, the feminine loftneſs, 

of w Woman, : 
| Whg 
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Whilſt thoſe are her views, let the fe- 
male to whom Heaven has lent a ray of the 
animating fire of genius, content with the 
pleaſing reward of public approbation, with 
the accompanying tear of ſympathy, and 
the praiſe of ſenſible minds, continue to 
intermix ſuch ſtudies as become her ſtation 
in the ſcale of rational beings, with the do- 
meſtic duties which thoſe ſtudies will diver- 
fify, but not interrupt; and, leaving the 
chilly critic to his uncomfortable remarks, | 

in full confidence of the indulgence which 
candor never refuſes, make her appeal 1 
the eee bar of the Public, 
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CHAT L 


F. Miſs Villiers was. elated with the ſud- 
den return of her noble lover, a return, 
which ſhe, with great appearance of proba- 
bility attributed tlie exceſs 6f hlstaffec- 
tion, and his inabihef ate libechbgef abſent 

from her, ſhe was ſtill môre oon receiving 


1 thou, 
. 4 « 
363 89 from 


THE EXC VU RSION- Book V. 


q 
from him the next morning a letter in 
which, after ſome general profeſſions of the 
moſt ardent paſſion, he intreated permiſſion 
to attend her in Berner's- ſtreet any evening 
' ſhe would appoint, when he could have the 
| pleaſure of entertaining her, without wit- 
neſſes, on a ſubje&t of the utmoſt conſe- 
quence to the future happineſs of his life, 
and, he flattered himſelf, of hers, 


| She read the letter a thouſand times; ſne 

kiſſed the beloved name by which it was 
ſubſcribed : her heart beat with emotions 
equally n new and delightful. 5 


She had hte ; but till this charming mo- 
ment ſhe could not with any propriety be 
ſaid to have believed, the reality of that hap- 
pineſs which now appeared to await her, 


* "She kat down 10 writs x it was the; firlt 
letter in which ſhe had ever entered inte ſo 
intereſting a ſubj ect: Lord Melvile was the 


N 27 Ft 


Chap. I. THE EXCURSION, — 8 
firſt man ſhe had ever ſuffered to ſpeak to 
'her of love, the firſt man ſhe had ever re- 
garded even with approbation. 


She was embarraſſed ; ſhe took up the 


pen ; ſhe proceeded ; ſhe found the letter 
too tender; her delicacy was alarmed ; ſhe 
wrote another, the found 1 it too cold. 


Diſfatisfiec wich every ſentiment hich: 
occurred, ſhe determined on ſending only a 


card, to fx an evening when ſhe might have 
the pleaſure of ſeeing him. : 


Bin, what evening? v was the queſtion; 


and a guerien not My anf ered. 


" Though ne would have wiſhed a conve! r 


ien on which fy much depended. in re- 
ſpe to her future days, to have tal.en place 


immediately; yet modeſty (for ſhe was ſupe- 

rior to art), and that baſh!ul ien inſe— 

parable. from youth and ſenſibility like hers, 
| B 1 influenced 
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6 THE EXCURSION. Bock v. 


inſſuenced her to poſtpone Lord Melyile? 3 
h viſit till e 


She therefore wrote him, not an anſwer 
0 his letter, but a ſhort card, inviting him 


to tea, and, if he had no other engagement, 
10 per; on Thurſday evening. 


SS 


"HE moſt perfes Ignorance of the 
world, and the moſt unſuſpecting tem- 


5 per exiſting, will, in candid minds, but in 
no other, apologize for Miſs Villiers's ex- | 
treme imprudence in inviting Lord Melvile | 
to a tete-a-tete ſupper; and that in conſe- | 


quence of a declaration which was far from 


deing explicit as to its rendevieys. 


þ a. 1 h 64 
Xa P ETA 8 


Chap. II. THE EX :CVRSION-- 7 


The exuberance of wr joy had once 
more hurried her heyond the bounds of that 
indiſpenſable, that cardinal virtue, Diſere- 
tion; a virtue without which all others loſe 
their exterior luſtre, and which is the only. 
adequate gvarcien of female honour. | 


The world will jeg; and it bas a: che : 
to judge, by probable appearances; and 
though innocence may. eſcape the ſnare it 
has laid for itſelf in forming an indiſcreet | 

appointment, yet reputation WAY be the in- 
e ſacriſice. 
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The Sony and purity of Maria” 8 mind 15 
left her without an idea of danger from ſuch 


an interview; and, even if a doubt had 
ariſen, her unbounded eſteem for, and con- 
ſidence in, the object of her alfection, Soul 5 
bare ſilenced it, 
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B4 Convinced 


THE EXCU RSION. Book Y, 


Convinced of the reclitude of Lord Mel. 
vile's intentions, the leaſt ſhadow of ſuſpi- 
cion would, in her own opinion, have ren- 


dered her unworthy his generous, his diſin- 8 
tereſted ee 


Her! imagination repreſented to her in the 
livelieſt colours his tranſport at placing the 


woman he loved i in a ſituation ſo worthy of 
her. 
She would have almoſt envied ſuch ex- 
cel of felicity to any — but Lord Mel- 
2 vile, : 


JN 
HA. HE 
5 18 ; lordſhip ſaw | the whole. affair 


through a e extremely dif- 
ferent, ; 


Chap. III. THE EXCURSION» 9 


Maria's invitation left him not a doubt of 


ſucceſs in his deſign; a deſign he had been 
forming with great coolneſs and deliberation 
ever ſince he left his father 8 {eat | in Lork- 


ſhire. 


He therefore ſat down, to walidet how 
he ſhould regulate the future houſehold, 
and ſtate the neceſſary expences, of our he- 
roine, whom from this moment he regarded 


as a TOR of his dne | 


His marriage, the preliminaries 50 wich 
were ſettled, though he had not yet ſcen his 
intended bride, and which was to be con- 
cluded ſoon after his father's return to town, 
made it impoſſible for him to think of raking - 


her to Groſvenor- ſtreet. 


| It y was therefore neceſſary ſie ſhould have 


a houſe, and an eſtabfſhment of her own. 


B 5 Naturally 
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10 THE EXCURSION. Book V. 


Naturally liberal in every: part of his ex- 
pence, he was profuſe, and with a: ſtrong 


mixture of e in bis N 


As no man of the world marries with any 


view but that of paying off the old debts of 
his paternal eſtate, in order to be able to 
contract new ones in his turn, a miſtreſs i is 
an almoſt indiſpenſable part of a matrimo- 
nial arrangement in high life; unleſs, which 


is a plan attended with ſome 3 affairs 
of gallantry with women i in high life ſhould 


be preferred. 


The Jechived miſtreſs of 8 E man of his 


rank ought to appear with eclats 


The declared miſtreſs it was determined : 


the ſhould be. 


As vanity was the predominant paſſion * 
his ſoul, he could not reſiſt the triumph his 
Imagination promiſed him, 1 in u progucing (as 

. ſoon 
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Chap. III. THe EXCURSION. N 
ſoon as decency after his marriage would 
permit) ſo much beauty, as bis property, 


to the world. 


i \ 


Indeed, this was his moſt powerful motive 
for making choice of our heroine, his in- 
clination being much ſtronger for Dorignon ; 
but Derignon. was not handſome enough to 


do honour to his choice. 4 


5 He had however atorkes reaſon for the 


preference he * gave to Miſs Villi ers. 


5 x 


The vivacity of Dorignon? 8 temper ren- 
dered her the moſt improper miſtreſs 
breathing for a man WhO intended to 5 
a 9 a 


There would have been no anſwering 1 5 
the manner in which ſhe might have ex- 


preſſed her iraſcible feelings. if ſhe had met 


her honourable rival in ed _ 


Mais a nos moutons. 1 
8 Bs . The 
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12 THE EXCURSION. Book V. 


The fortune of the deſtined Lady Mel- 
vile, and the conſequent ſettlements to be 
made by his father on himſelf, would ren- 
der his ſituation affluent, and juſtify a little 
extraordinary expence in o important an 
article as a a miſtreſs, 4 


Miſs Villiers J perſon, her air, her con- 
 verſation, her deportment, her 7out enſemble, 
convey: ed ſo ſtrikingly the idea of a woman 

- of. condition; ; ſhe was ſo formed to become 
an elegant ſtyle of life; her preſent ap- 
 pearance (if We ſet aſide her being in a 
lodging) was ſo correſpondent to that idea, 

e he could not think of ollering her com- 
mon der ms. | 


© Convinced, as he Was determined to be, 
[that ſhe was an adventurer, and that her 
Views correſponded with his own; yet he 
felt a kind of. reſpect, when with her, for 


which he could not account. 
It | 


FLEE 


— III. THE EXCURSION. 13 


It was not ſufficient to make im deſiſt 
from his purſuit, but it determined him to 
make ſuch an ample proviſion for her as 
| ſhould demonſtrate to the world the gene 
roſity of his diſpoſition, and, at the ſame 
time, give the oſtenſible goddeſs of his ido- 
latry that exterior ſplendor which aims at 

confounding ranks and characters, and put- 
ting humble virtue out of countenance. 


A dramatic writer, whoſe name 1 oa ; 
 fays, © Virtuous women walk on foot:“ 
which muſt not be underitood to infinuate, 
that only vicious women go in carriages z 
and can certainly mean no more than this, 
that, if a woman is not born toa coach, ſhe. 
Wi! I ſeldom acquire one by her virtue. 


Front which premiſes we Jan 4 concla- 


| fon; a concluſion which may not perhaps 
be univerſally ſubſcribed to, that a coach 
is not, as ſome people ſu; Ppoles a neceſſary 
„„ ; cConco - 
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IX THE EXCURSION. Book V. 
concomitant of human happineſs; ſince 


heaven could never intend its creatures 


thould be leſs happy in proportion as they 


deſerved to be more fo. | 


* 


In other words, heaven coal never or- 


| dain, that poverty ſhould be neceſfarily the 
companion of virtue z or, mr”. Virtuous 
N women ſhould WH on foot.“ * 


— * propos, Fhave often met: at the = 
various ideas annexed to this reſpectable 
Word, virtue; a word which in ancient 
: Rome meant public ſpirit ; in modern Rome 
means a taſte in the fine arts; in England, .” 
at leaſt in the female vocabulary, means 
chaſtity; and in France has little or no 


n at all. e e 
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— 


CHAP. IV. 


4 


HERE are lovers who would have 


thought it a tedious interval between, 


the preſent hour and Thurſday evening. 


a Nor © Lord Mehle: the opera to-night, 
and Bach's concert to-morrow—he did not 
well know how to ſpare Thurſday— if ſhe 

had luckily fixed on Friday, he had no en- 

5 een. | 


| e ine ben Engliſhman, ſome ge- 
nuine ſon ef nature, who has not ſoftened. 
his manners, and hardened his heart, by a 
French education, may perhaps wonder at 
the /ang froid, and ſtoical deliberation, with 
which Lord Melvile purſued a miſtreſs, 
whom he notwithſtanding intended to ſup- 
Port at an 1 pee 
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1 8 THE EXCVR SL ON, Book V. 


He will be i that he houd | 


coolly fit down and calculate this expence 


with the preciſion of a clerk in a merchant's 


compting houſe; and be ſo methodically 
diſcreet in an affair which ſeems founded 1 in 
N indiſcretion. 


He will ſet no 8 to 10 allbnühent 


When he is told, that this young man, who 
is not deficient either in underſtanding or 
: good. nature, chuſes to incur the guilt of 
ſeduction without even the excuſe of paſſion 
F to alleviate his e crime. 1 


Aut a man \ of bon ton is a man of reaſon, 5 


: not of paſſion ; he 18 iovulnerable to the 5 


ſhafts of beauty: and is vicious from 
| > not incl nation. 


It is to the ſhrine of Walt not to that 5 


of Love, lus adoration | is dire ted. 
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Inſenſible to pleaſure, even when the i 
votary of vice, he lodks forward ouly to 
the deſpicable pride « of conqueſt 1 in his in- 


büman purſuir's of innocence. e 4 


Not meerly 2 man of - reaſon, he is a 


man of ſnow; a froſt plant in the beauti- 
ful garden 4 Nature, which glitters in 
the ſunbeam, yet, impervious to its en- 
livening rays, can Wine be bald to ve- 
gitate. . 


Or, to erpreſi my idea i in the animated : 
expreſſion of one of my fair cortitrywomens 


| « Cold as the ſnows of Rhodope deſcend, 
4 And with the chilling waves of Hebrus blend 5 


| So cold the heart where vanity preſides, 
6 And mean ob ag the T e guides *. * 


1 3 The Bleeding Rock; A > legendary Tate, written in 
che tree * of poetry, by Aits Hannak More, Left gent 


CHAP. 


CHAP. 'V. 


+1 iS 10 7 77 


watt. | * (| Ac 4 411 
| &\ THAT 88 can there eh in na- 


fays the great painter, of human, life -and 
manners. | 


is AP 3 ; 


That youth, i in the gay 1 of life, | 
"ſhould be hurried into thoſe deſtructive ex- 
ceſſes which originate in that ungoverned | 


warmth of temper which is equally the 


ſource of vicious purſuits, and of the ſub- 
_ limeſt exertions of philanthropy and bene- 
ficence, is natural, and therefore pleads 
ſome indulgence; but that the unfeeling 
ſelfiſhneſs, uſually the characteriſtic of age, 
ſhould pervade the boſom where the warm- 
eſt emotions may be ſuppoſed, to reign, is 
E paradox for which it is difficult to ac- 


count. | 


« tyre for theſe hard hearts! * 
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Chap. V. THE EXCURSION. 19 


Let the vegetable of ſociety, the man 


whom no paſſion but vanity inſpires, con- 
tent himſelf with being a blank in the crea- 

tion; let him glide unperceived through 
_ exiſtence, uſeleſs to others, and a burden to 

_ himſelf, as if born meerly to conſume the 

fruits of the earth, and contempt alone ſhall 5 


r his portion. 


Bot if be attempts to paſs the bounds 
his heart preſcribes, to engage in thoſe 
inhuman purſuits which even the torrent 

of paſſion cannot excuſe; if he dares to me- 
ditate the ſeduction of innocence, he be- 
comes an object of horror as well as of 
deriſion, and merits to be driven from the 
L chearful haunts of men. 


But a truce with reflection: a moment, 


gentle reader, let us s ſtep to Lady Blaſt's. Ip 
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20 THE EXCURS10N. Book V. 


G 1 


CHA F. V. 


TE left this amiable matron at her 


ſpectable cenſors of female honor, to fit in 
council the next morning on the little events 


which we have related — 1 Miſs 
Villiers. 


. merits of the cauſe were fully inveſtigated ; 

and after debates which might have done 
honor to the ſenatorial abilities of A- 
and B— themſelves, debates has 


unknoun, and indiſcreet. 


bureau, diſpatching cards of invi- 
tation to a ſelect party of her peers, the re- 


- Ten downer obeyed her ſummons, aud 
burried to the ſcene of deliheration: che 


| miniſters and patriots might have culled the 
_ faireſt flowers of elocution, Miſs Villiers 


was found guilty of being young, lovely, | 


Lacy | 
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Chap. VI. THE EXCURSION. 21 


Lady Blaſt pronounced 2 truly Cicero- | 
nian harangue on the neceſſity of maintain- 
ing order in the female commonwealth ; 
of repreſfing the pride of TOTO. and inſo- 
lence of beauty. 


| She aſſured the court, where her vera · 
city was unſuſpeQed, that ſhe had not on- 
ly herſelf been an eye-witneſs of Lord Mel- 

E vile's ſtopping the night before at the 
1 door of our heroine, but that ſhe was mo- 
8 rally tertain his lordſhip's ſtay there had 
5 exceeded three hours, though i in reality he 
1 had not ſtaid as many minutes. 


: . — * 2 - 
1 - 
n S * N 22 n "ow —_— a * * = jp 
2 _t E n _—_ 3 * * 8 . © i 2 8 er — nm 
. 3 . 9 - n 0 A; _—. ah 2 E * 97 Sf _ _ <3” * Au — 
5+ 4 So — — ⅛ K w ¶QWÄ rms. . N . K EEE 23 4 * n 
1 a . 7; —_ * 97 2 83 1 FX 2 b at 0 - — _-_ . — a 
4 a - n 2 * 4 = Fg wn 2X * * * 2 2. El —_ — at Pr Pods = * — a th nu 
" 0 KY * "I * ; ow N F.- N +% - 7 ep anant bs g — 5 
2 a A 12 - . 3 3 3 E 82 4 1 ＋ ; SS wY RW 2 
. — — 4" 2 — e CA IR". ge” - 8 8 4 . * 
A > GS — 


— 
— 
7 ð W et ow EE 


OL _—_ 


7 


7 * 


2 n 


On ſuch authentic RET doubt 
was loſt in conviction: every boſom beat 
with the rage of offended decorum, the 
tranſport of unexpected diſcovery, every 

countenance Was dreſt in undiſſembled 


548 


. LEE Eart PIT It 2 


SHI TSS fo Aoi 3 


4d Yi — w — — \ 4 — 
Gs: IAG Ae Mg LITE n 
72 dS 155 to UL eas OR TOE 
3 ee ET AS SENS nf tb 
0 — NN. 


— Le 
L * * ＋ > 
0 
” 5 


* 


e 
„ * . —— I > 


* 9 82 


* * ws 2 * — 2 FA. ** 5 


e 3 ſmiles 


22 THE EXCURSION. Book V. 
ſmiles, and the withered Toſs | almoſt 
| bloomed anew, | 


The unhappy Maria was declared by her 
indiſcretion to have forfeited all title to 
be one of the world; and was, in conſe- 
_ quence, adjudged to be degraded from the 

place ſhe at preſent occupied in the imma- 
culate coterie into which Lady Hardy had 

: fo Kindly introduced her. 


"The votes OY been collected, 1 
| dreadful ſentence of baniſhment from what 
theſe venerable matrons ſtyled good company, 

was denounced in form by Lady Blaſt, 
Who, after having, in writing, fignified the 
| decree to Miſs Villiers's protedreſs, Lady 
- . proceeded to diſſolve the aſſembly. : 


' The benevolent ſiſterhood, having_bur- - 
ried down their chocolate, diſperſed differ- 
wn Bon 2 
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ent ways to publiſh the award of the court; 
and to do. their Paliible, that from this in- 


ſtant, nobody zwho valued reputation ſhould 


let Miſs Villiers in. 


[NCONSCIOUS of the dread 


ſentence juſt pronounced, abſorbed 
in Tor fairy dream, and inſenſible to every 
object except Lord Melvile and her coro- 


net, Maria walked | in air, 


The acids fo ardently wiſhed was at band; 
ſhe was arrived at the ſmiling ſummit of | 
hope. 
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her animated 


She reflected, ſhe reaſoned, ſhe was con- 
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ſhe had 


follibility. 


* 


Ir 


Col. Dormer's cen- 
5 


«ow 
5 
. 


1 4 


d the 
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ſures in reſpe& to the world; 


» 
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d of the fallacy of 
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happily experience 
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Chap.. VIII. THE eee 


* 


CHA T. VII... 


4 ſerved a rap at the door. 


She farted from her reverie, on John's . 
- announcing Mr. Hammond. 


A new ſource of pleaſurable expectation 


opened on hr mind; her could only come 
: to bring her an account of her N 


Tbe lively red on her check went ant | 
returned as Mr. Hammond drew near; ſage. 
ovine as ſhe was, a little mixture of douht 
intraded, nor had ſhe courage to look up. 


and ſeck the information ſhe might have 


found on the countenance of the amiable 
old man, where the traces of diſappoint- 

ment were too ficongly e to hay 8 

been miſtaken. 


o8T in refle&ion; ſhe had not ob- 
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26 THE Excvnsion. Book v. 


4 It is with pain, madam,“ faid he, 1 
« find myſelf compelled to give you a leſs 


« favourable account of my Ins than 
« J had hoped. . 


b When I told you I had intereſt ſufficient | 


"*« to get your tragedy read, lover. rated my 
« own e 


. 1 have ſeen and converſed with the ma- 

nager; there is, it ſeems, an etiquetie in 
80 « jeſpes to the reception of theatrical pieces, 
« of which I was not aware, and which, 

*« however plauſible, is unpropitious to rue 


« genius, and little calculated for the 1 9 | 
6 tient muſe of fire.” 3 


oo; This l piece even 1 the peru- 
« ſal of an offered play, till a certain limited 
4 time before the ſeaſon in which, if ap- 
25 proved. it may, in rotation, be accepted. 


5 LH | *The 


Chap. VIII. IHE EXCURSION. 27 


64 he manager pleaded prior engage · 
ments for two ſeaſons to come; but offered, 
from friendſhip to me, to read chis trage 
dy ſome little time before its due courſe 
« is appearance at the dramatic tibunal. 


« - That is, young ds; he oracle, if 


one (thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeven- 
« ty fix, he would read it with. attention, 
« and give you his ſincere opinion. as to Its. 

« ſitneſs or unfitneſs for repreſentation.” 8 


- Maria, whoſe ative aid 1 leaped 


"he narrow. bounds, not only of probability, 
but of poſſibility itſelf, ſtood aghaſt ar the 
latter part of Mr. Hammond's amn. 


She had expected, with the imperoſty 
of her time of life, and perfect i inexperience: 


of the world, to hear it was going into im 
mediate. | 


06 


40 you would ſend it him, in the ſummer of 
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28 - tix $xcvisfon. Book v. 


mediate rehearſal, had anticipated the ſoft 
" muſic of uninterrupted applauſe, had imiged 
fame extending the verdant bay over her 


head, and had even regarded the profits 4s 
a bank on which ſhe miglit have depended 
in the courſe of a few revolving weeks; nay, 


on which ſhe Je + en have drawn at 
: bght. | 


R 
2 7 


Judge then of der forprie: The alk.” 


mer of one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſe- 
- wenty-fi fi *? He might as well have propoſed 5 


A ſummer in the ſucceeding century. Why 


had he not ſaid, the ſummer of eighteen hun. 

| fred? Tas not to be borne An interval 
of near twenty tedious months ?—But no 

matter Twas very well—She pauſed— She 
recovered her powers of recolledtion, 


= - WS" in a moment came to „Ver kelcue, 5 
and enabled Ker to bear this unexpected 5 
cke with a abs that did her honors 


She 


Chap. VIII. . TAE E X cu in N. 29 


She Nee the tear which was 1 
to ſtart, the tear of blended reſentment and 
diſtreſs, 


She calmed her mind by determining to 
wake no further application to the theatres = 
till ſhe ſhould glitter in the gay circles as. = 
Lady Melvile; when ſhe would let the ma- 5 A 
nager know whoſe play he had not conde- 1 
2 ſcended to read. 
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: ; She might perhaps then make a preſent of 
it to the other theatre, or give the profits to 
ſome public charity, a circumſtance which 
could not but extremely accelerate its ts re· 
eee 5 


Elated with theſe ideas, the dds of . ro- 
: mantic girl, ſhe thanked Mr. Hammond: 
with the beſt grace in the world, for the 
trouble he had ſo kindly taken in the hope 

„ C 


— 


of ume her, and replaced the unfortunate 


THE EXCURSION,” Bock v. 


tragedy in her bureau, with an air of tran- 
quillicy, which e deceived him. | 


Mr. mond was now 3 of 
what he had before, from her apparent 
anxiety, a little doubted, that fame was the 
primary object ſhe had in view, and that no 
inconvenience would ariſe from her waiting 
a more e fayourable moment. 


Per feclly at eaſe i in this intereſting point, : 


Mir. Hammond proceeded to give her his : 


opinion on the Bene ſubjett of f writing 


for the theatre. 


bb. > y ? y 41 * 4 „ 4 hw 


He —— 1 arguments which 
all her politeneſs ſcarce reſtrained her from 
| interrupting, to diſſuade her from a purſuit 
in which her whole ſoul was irreſiſtibly en- 
gaged; a purſuit in which he aſſerted with 
the earneſtneſs of a. partiality the natural 
con- 


Chap. VIIL.-THE EXCURSION, 3T 
_ conſequences of ſo many accumulated attrac- 

tions, that her ſex, her delicacy of mind, 
her rectitude of heart, her honeſt pride, and 


even her genius, were : ſtrongly Os her 
ſucceſs, 55 


* 
— 


. Genius, faid he, my dear de, 5 
jg at once proud and diffident of itſelf: 
«6 the Muſes are a baſhful train, and rather 
ce avoid than court obſervation; they ad- 
© yance with an unaſſured air, and retreat 
7 0; at the firſt ns of indifference. < HET 


W 1 therefore aks the liderty of A friend. 
to adviſe you, either to think no more of 
© the ſtage, or to keep your piece, not nine 
years, as Horace adviſes his poet, but till 
c“ more liberal maxims than have yet been 

known to exiſt ſhall take place in the 

« important empire of the theatre ; an em- 
© pire on the faithful ce of 

which depends, not only national taſte, 

& but in ſome degree even national virtue. : 
2" 08 '2 Initend, - 
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32 THE EXCURSION. Bock V. 


c Inſtead, however, of ſtopping to exa- 


b mine what theatrical managers are, let us 
40 proceed to conſider what they ſhould be if 
40 they would wifh to fulfill the noble taſk 


to which it is their duty to attend; the 
cc +04) 


of again raiſing the Engliſh ſtage to 
* an equality with the juſtly boaſted ones of 


6 Greece and Rome. 55 


04 As. men, not diſtinguiſhed f ons the 


« maſs of mankind, we will allow them to 
c be ſubject to the ſame paſſions, the ſame 
. * prejudices, the ſame errors; errors, hows. 
76 erer, too ofien fatal to literature. 8 7 


8 This ſituation is a a difficult, a perilous. 


4 one: miſguided by adulation, the conſtant 
_ * attendant, the bane of thoſe entruſted. 
with power of any kind; and ſwayed, 
like others, by that ſelfiſh principle 
Rec Oy 1 in its ee which ſupe- 


0 rior 


| Chap. VIII. HE EX CURSION. 33 


© rior minds are alone capable of riſing 


et above; their views will, too probably, be 

1 confined to the little circle of cold official 
_ « ſtatements, when they ſhould be expan- 

e hive as air, and unlimited as the 8 of 5 


3 weiten, „ 5 


« Pardon, young lady, the ardor of * 
“ man impaſſioned with the ſubje& before 
* him, The influence of the theatre, on 
„ both public and private virtue, makes it 
1. an object of the higheſt importance to the 
« ſtate, of which a director ought to con- 
® ſider himſelf as the favoured ſubſtitute : 
« *tis his, by the moſt diſtintereſted culture : 


4 of dramatic genius, to give freſh vigor to 


4. the riſing ſhoots of poeſy; to extend the 
4 reign of uncorrupted taſte, of poliſhed ele- 
« gance, of heroic virtue, and that purity 


of manners of which happineſs i is the in- 
0 ' evitable conloquenee.” 
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34 THE E X CURSION. Book V. 


On a favorite ſubjec the garrulous old 


man would have ex patiated much longer, 
bad he not obſerved an air of impatience in 
Miſs Villiers, who was not inclined to at- 
tend to reaſoning on a ſubject where both her 


0 s and her intereſt were ſo much con- 7 
: cerned. * bY 2 


1. here e gk 105 leave, N with. 


reludtance, and promiſed to call on her again 


in a few days ; a ceremony, with which ſhe 


: could, without . have Leaſes . 


1 


* This part of the preſent work originally contained 2 


| 8 pages of pleaſantry; perhaps too farcaſtical, on the 
ſubject of theatrical direction, at the _— of a 8 : 
admirable. ator, who is now no mare. 


. Thoſe pleaſantries, though juſtifiable at the time, 1 


; from the cauſe, when a {ſudden impulſe of well founded 
anger gave its deepening ſhades to the pencil of the wri. 
ter, would be unpardonably illiberal, when this incom- 

| parable performer has long ceaſed to be an object of re* 
| eee and i is 9 that of the moſt lively regret, 


Poſleſſed | 


Chap. IX, THE EXCURSION. 35 
F 


\RATEFUL | as Miſs Villiers ly 
Was for Mr. Hammonds friendly, 


” Poſſeſſed of that 4 of genius, to which judg- 
ment is not always a companion, at once daring and cor- 

rect, he copied nature with the ſame accuracy of drawing, 
the ſame glow of colours, as characterized his divine 
maſter, on whoſe inimitable n his performance: was 
the trueſt comment. | 32 
I! it were poſlible to limit the powers of the human 


mind, or ſay where its efforts ſhall ſtand till ; it might be 
_ afferted that he not only threw new lights on the beau- 
tiful ſcience of acting, but reached the ſummit of theatri- f 


cal perfection. 
The author of this 3 with a fenfibility of anion 


tion which will be credited by all who are acquainted | 
with her enthuſiaſm for real genius of every kind, joins 
the public voice in lamenting a loſs, of which poſteritys | 


not having witneſſed his aſtoniſhing dramatic powers, 
will be unable to form an adequate idea. 


Retracing his various perfections on the faithful 
tablet of memory, ſhe is happy in adding her little branch 


of laurel to the verdant wreath which is the unenvied 


mead of departed excellence; that wreath which candor . 
weill allow to have been fairly wouy and exult in twinins 


| round his brow. 
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36 THE EXCURSION. Book v. | 


though unſucceſsful interpoſition, with re- 


ſpect to the tragedy, ſhe ſaw him leave the 


room with a pleaſure ſhe was unable to 


Wienble. 


Her och. that conſciouſneſs of ſuperior 


' talents which modeſty itſelf is not always 
able to repreſs, had ſupported her whilſt he 
was preſent; but on his returning ſhe felt 
the advantage of being at liberty to ſhed the 
tear, and breathe the complaint of mingled 
anger and diſappointment, which ſhe had 


* fo ma ich difficult hitherto ſuſp nded. 


Soc « Vet, to be abs. the obſerved thi 


« manager might not be ſo much to blame; 
ec he had only purſued a regular ſyſtem of 
| 6 buſineſs, which, half informed as he was, 
« he could have no reaſon for 1 interrupting 
in favor of her tragedy.” 


| Chap. IX. THz xxcuUnSION. 37 


On one point her reſolution was fixed, 


te never again to employ an amballador of 
66 ty. 


« She did not find that Mr. Hammond, | 

© this icy, this unimpaſſioned, advocate had 
| © entered into any particulars reſpecting the 
| * play, its ſubject, its tendency, or execu- 15 


8 tion. 


8 He 1 not even e its being | 
ce the production of a woman * (He might, - 
though that did not occur to her, have ad. 
died, of a young, an amiable woman, of re. 
= {potable family, and unblemiſhed Wen. 


He had not told the manager, what the 
© natural ardor of protection, of offered pro- 
© tection, ſhould have placed in the ſtrongeſt 5 


© point of view, that in his opinion (for 


5 chat opinion he had declared) it had in- 


1 9 * tereſt, 
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38 THE EXCURSION, Book V. 


ce tereſt, poetry, pathos ; - and, what was of 
cc the greateſt poſſible importance, that the 
character of the heroine was exquiſitely 


c adapted to diſplay in full light the bril 


« liant powers of the actreſs who filled the 
6c « principal female charaQers at his theatre,” 


: 1 


The Arentnlivness be bad thus e. 


8 ciouſly omitted to mention, appeared to | 
her of infinitely more importance to her 
* ſucceſs than the ſolicitation of fifty peeviſh 
« * miſanthropes like himſelf. we: 5 


50 They | would | naturally here had great 


« weight with a man of genius, who as ſuch 


& could not fail of being a man of refin'd 


« gallantry, and a zealous Partizan of fe- 
MM male excellence.” ey SY 


"he: 574 bine all this to Mr. 


Flammond the firſt time he had at- 


Traded 


Chap; IN. THE EXCURSION. 39 
tended her on this buſineſs; but a ſarcaſti- 

cal ſmile of diſapprobation had prevented 
her entering further 1 into the ſubject. 


After all, ſhe was not quite clear ſhe hd 
ated wiſely in conſulting his Mr, Ham- 


mond; he might be a very good kind of man, 


but apparently ignorant of the world; nor 


did ſhe find that he was a man whom anybody 
enero. 


5 He was ſplenetic, freful ; and ſhe could 
not help believing, from the ſevere ſtyle in 

which he ſpoke of theatrical direction in 
general, that he had, in the early part of 5 
his life, been a candidate, and an unſuc- 


ceſsful one, for the dramatic laurel. 


= In this, however, ſhe was miſtaken; as 
ſhe was in imagining ſhe knew the world 
better than a man who had paſſed all his 
life, and that life not a ſhort one, in the ſirſt 


e of which it is — 


40 THE Exc Rs ON. Book V. 


He had not indeed the hononr of being L 
of a certain ſet; but there were coteries 
rather more eſtimable, where his merit re- 
: ceived the moſt ern diſtinctions. : 


But to return to Mifs Villiers. 


- She now iel ardently the had pur- 
ſued her firſt plan, of writing to, or ſeeing, 
the manager herſelf; ſhe was certain ſhe 
could have ſucceeded better; nor ſhould 

| ſhe, in that caſe, have been without hopes 


of prevailing on this great actor to perform 


the character in her piece which ſhe bad 
written on purpoſe for him. 1 


It was however too o late to take this ſtep, 
and therefore regret was folly. 


| She had judged in in ruſting this impor- 
tant affair to a ſtranger, but no matter 
Lady Melvile's play would undoubtedly be 

received 5 
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received, though Miſs Villiers 3 had not 


even been read. 


She could not recollect this laſt humi- 


liating circumſtance without feeling ur re- 
Th ſentment revive. 


"The bluſh of anger had not left ** 
cheek, when Lord Melvile, e 
85 entered the room. 


His Lordſhip, ako. had been riding | in 


Hyde Park, had there met the lovely Lady 
B —, who had inſiſted ſo earneſtly, before 
twenty of the moſt faſhionable people in 


town, on his meeting her at Almack's on 
Thurſday evening, that he muſt have loſt all 


re putation as a gallant man, > had he refuſed. 


Not that he had the leaſt inclination for 
Lady B—, or ſhe for him: on the contrary, 
the was ſtrongly ſuſpected of giving the pre- 
ference to her Lord: but ſhe was amazingly 

. the 
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the ton, and therefore to be diſtinguiſhed 
by her was of the utmoſt conſequence, 5 


What was to de Fee in this perplexing 5p, 
ſituation? To have poſtponed an aſſigna- 
tion, would have been as great a ſoleciſm 

in gallantry as to have refuſed Lady B—'s 


challenge: to anticipate oY would have a 
much better air. 


He ſettled it with himſelf, to call on Miſs 


Villiers before he went home; to diſſemble 
a little i impatience, and to prevail on her, if 


poſſible, to change the time ſhe had fixed 5 


for the ſete- a tete, and permit him to ſup 


with her the approaching ding, after the 
opera. 


| He addreſſed her th that kw 

eaſy grace ſo natural to him on all occaſions, 
and fo extremely uſeful on moſt, and found 
very little difficulty in carrying his point. 


4 


3 Her 
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Her preſent ſituation, fading her love 


aſide, made procraſtination extremely incon- 
venient to her : ſhe had failed in one of her 


great purſuits; it was therefore indiſpen- 


ſably requiſite ſhe ſhould be clearly inform- 


ed what ſhe had to expect as to the other; 
and an eclairciſſement, though her modeſty 


would have deferred it, could not arrive too 


ſoon. 


Lord Melvile returned home to dreſs; 


and Maria ſent for Mrs. Merrick up ſtairs, 


5 to order her ſupper. 


She Plan ed herſelf 1 no . So by 
| ping, ſhe ſhould have a friend to ſup with 
her, and deſiring to have the table ſet out i 


with elegance. 


Mrs. Merrick ſurpoſed: the expedited: 
gueſt to be Lady Hardy, who had more 
than once ſupped with our heroine before; 
: but had too much reſpect for her young 

lady 
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lady (ſo ſhe always called Miss * to 
aſk the queſtion. e 


She withdrew, to make the neeefſary ar- 


rangements for the evening 4 and Miſs Vil- 5 


hers retired to her dreſſing- room, to pre- 


pare for the moſt important hour of her life; 
an hour, on the events of which depended 5 
the good or ill of her whole future days; 
an hour, which was to decide whether ſne 
was deſtined to be the moſt wretched, or 


the moſt happy, of womankind. 


Sanguine and romantic as : ſhe naturally 2 


Was, the diſappointment of the morning 
1 had : a little abated her ee 


She had be in idea, quite as certain 


of ſucceſs in the one 2 as in the other; 


and yet ſhe had failed. 


Bur chen - there we 6 very eſſential dif- ; 


ference—She was a ſtranger to the manager, 
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| and it was therefore eaſy to miſtake his cha- 
racter and turn of thinking. 


She had ſuppoſed (and ſhe might per- 
haps, if any manager had elevation of mind 
ſufficient to try the experiment, be juſtified 
in this ſeemingly Utopian idea), that the 
director of a theatre muſt at the ſame time 
taſte the moſt refined pleaſure, and reap the 
moſt permanent advantage, in encouraging 


; . genius, and gratifying the publick, by giv- 


ing pieces of ſuperior excellence, without 


regard to any confideration but that excel- 
lence itſelf. = 


7 Or this fappoſition, after Mr. Ham- 
mond's very favourable judgement of her 


| tragedy, ſhe had looked on it as certain it 


would be received, 


She had wherefore only formed illuſive ex- 
peRtations by the commoneſt error in the 
world; 


— 
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world ; that of reaſoning right on principle - 
which, eee were ons. 


In reſpect to Lord Melvile the caſe was 
very different; ſhe was almoſt as well ac- | 
quainted with his heart as with her own. 


Could that countenance deceive—But | 
away with ſuſpicion—Lord Melvile's mind 5 
Was as faultleſs as his form. 


His ſoul was an emanation of the di- 
vinity: a lively i image of the 470. good, hrſt | 
5 perfent, and Jt fair. my 8 


Beſides, on this intereſting occafion, her 
own opinion, or rather her © own heart, was 
to direct her conduct. „ 


Mr. Hammond, with 3 
cious, ſuperannuated policy, had, thank 
heaven ! nothing to do | in this affair. ; 


Her 
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Her hair-dreſſer interrupted this train of 


| reflections : he was deſired to exert his ut- 

moſt ſkill; he obeyed, but ſhe was far from 
being aticfied: he had never dreſſed her ſo 
| yell, yet had never found i it . impoſlible to 


5 pleaſe. 


= His work. finiſhed, he erties with 4 
1 very reſpectful bow, that her ladyſhip had 
| had the goodneſs to order her bill; he 


ſhould not have taken the liberty to remind 


her of this, had he not been in great diſtreſs 


to make up a payment the next morning. 


Both her own temper, and the education 
| oiven her by Col. Dormer, had inſpired her 
| With the laudable pike. of Gifdaining to be 


5 in debt. | 


She therefore pald bim, however incon- 
venient, and found ſhe had only twenty N 


pounds remaining. 


She 


She had fill an hundred and twenty to 
pay, the greater part of which ſhe every 


moment expected to be aſked for. 


She repented having been fo precipitate 8 


in ng" in her bills. 


Vet it was s neceſſary to form ſome judge x 
ment of her fituation in reſpect to money; 
and who could have b ee her 3 ; 


would not bare been received : E 


Alas) the ideal nee of i - 


which 55 had o 2 relied, Was no. 


more! ! 


She did not dare to U Took | 
| Melvile deceive her—But it was a degree 


of lacrilege even to ſuppoſe i it polible— : 


At all events he determined on a truce : 


Wich care for the approaching . 
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: 80 diſintereſted a RE deſerved that the 
ſhould meet him dreſt i in ſmiles. 5 


The day paſt on; my reader will judge 5 
of her anxiety, 


She dined ; that is, ſhe ſat down to table 


—ſhe arank tea—the hours val — 9 4 
along. ö 
She traverſed her apartment, ſhe changed 7 


her ſeat a thouſand times; ſhe attempted to 


Tead—the book __ have been Greek— i , 
: Tem o'clock came; he had promiſed not f 
to ſtay the whole opera- the watchman went 4 


the half hour—ſhe had never known half 
an hour ſo long—eleven—lſhe looked pee- 
viſhly at her watch—at a quarter paſt eleven. 

Lord Melvile made bis appearance — 


i 


A Seat” apologies—the -eroud—his 


r ˙ DOR ⅛ 5ʃ]1ꝝꝛ ½. i 2 IR oP 
. r EDS 24d 


| carriage could not get up—he had met with © f 
Vor. It. Ie ladies ; 1 
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ladies in diſtreſs in the paſſage, and could 
not refuſe his aſſiſtance Nothing was ever 
lo unlucky—She might judge what muſt | 


have been his impatience— 


lle preſented her with a bouquet of roſes 
from his father's villa in Kent, praiſed her 8 
dreſs, and told her all the little anecdotes 


of the opera. 


She talked too, as $ ſoon. as that mixture 
of anxiety and diffidence which had taken 
= poſſeſſion of her on Lord Melvile“ 8 entr an, : 


| would give her leave. | 


She talked nike ten 4100884 angel, | 


- Could he be otherwiſe than charmed !— 
the talked of him. Pg: 


She praiſed, though with heſitation; bis 
dreſs ; every thing he wore was ſo exqui- 


luely f. ancied. 


be 
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She flatter d, without herſelf perceiving 
underſtanding, his polite- 
neſs, his knowledge of the world, his re- 


it, his taſte, hi 


; fined conoienrip 1 in the elegant arts. 


- leaſt. 


He liſtened to her with the moſt gentle 
complacency, found ſhe had infinite wit, 
though ſhe had not yet ſaid one word which 
merited ſuch an appellation; and applauded 
| himſelf for having once made a choice for 
which he ſhould not have occaſion to bluſh, 


| He repaid ber in kind the reals he fo 7 
$ liberally beſtowed ; the converſation was 
{ conſequently pretty dull, and, as it could 

entertain only themſelves, may be omitted - 


without any loſs to the reader. 


This mild, inoffeabire chit-chat, filled up 


the interval, a very ſnort one, between his 


D dad 


He was enchanted—with the ſubje&t at 


$2 THE EXCURSION: Book V. 
lordſhip's arriv al, and the appearance of | 
ſupper. 


They ſat down.; Lord Melvile ate ama- 


zingly, found every thing excellent, aſked 5 : 
if her cook was French, and was with dif- 


eule convinced of the e 


Mrs. Merrick had really t an evening 
ſur paſſed herſelf; and ſhe was by no means 


unlettered | in the faſhionable ſcience of good 


Mis Villiers, inebriated with the pleaſing 


hope of finding Lord Melvile the man of 
honour ſhe had always believed him, and 
happy at ſceing him appear charmed with 
her entertainment, forgot that the- important 


oriſis of her fate was arrived. 


— 


*%. 


She forgot that her future life muſt pro- 


bably take its colour from the hour that 


was on the wing; and found her anxiety, 
4 5 DE before 
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— 


before the ſupper was ended, gave way to 


modeſt confidence and convivial delight. 


5 She recovered that chearful eaſe, that 


elation of the heart, that ſomething above 
ferenity, which is ſo abſolutely neceſſary to 
render our ſocial moments pleaſing; aud 
gave way by degrees to all the natural vi- 
; vacity of her temper. 


The bewitching melody of her voice; the 
ſoftneſs of her manner ; that lovely femi- 


nity ſo conſpicuouſly wanting in his Dorig- 


non; her ſprightly ſallies, chaſtiſed by deli- 
cacy and good - breeding; commanded Eord 
Melvile's admiration through all his /ang 
froid, and threw a new luſtre round the at- 
tractive 2 of her perſon. 


Poiſoned as his taſte unhappily was by 
the boundleſs licence of vicious converſa- 
tion, he yet found a thouſand unexpected 


harms 1 in that of our heroine. 
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He even found her amuſing, of which 


till this moment he had not conceived the 


remoteſt idea. 


5 As kis felf love was gratified to its ut- 


moſt extent by her very aſſiduous attention 


to pleaſe, it found its account almoſt as much 
in her perfections as in his own; and he 
therefore contemplated them with almoſt. 
equal ſatisfaction... 


He had, be was convinced, nothing I 


fear from avowing his deſign, therefore why 

not avow it? He even fancied ſhe expected 
a propoſal of the kind which he intended 
= making. 


Her tenderneſs for him was too endent 


: to be miſtaken, | 


Yet, ſtrange as it may ſeem to ſome of 
our readers, that very tenderneſs, which 


merited the utmoſt delicacy on his part; 


= Nob" 
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her unaffected modeſty; the elegance of her 
manners; her apparent innocence (whether 
real or aſſumed he was not at preſent able 


to determine); all together awed him into a 
temporary ſilence on the ſubj ect which had 
occaſioned hi vilit. 


ths talked of love it is true; but it was 


in ſuch general terms as could not have 


alarmed the moſt ſcrupulous, the moſt ap- 
prehenſive virtue; in ſuch terms as con- 
| firmed Maria in the unhappy deluſion which 
| had betrayed her into the imprudent Part 
5 the was ae acting. 


be 
CHAP. X. 


was begidning to grow intereſting. 


Lord Melrile, after a thouſand e ny 
tions of the molt ſincere attachment, had 
"PL - * gone 


PH EY had ſupped, the converſation 
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gone ſo far as to declare that the happineſs 
of his future life depended entirely on oe 
ung it with her. 


He had proceeded; in expreſſions which | 
were rather equivocal, to offer her carte 
blanche in reſpect to ſettlements, E 


As her idea of tlie word ſcttlement Aiffer- 
ed very effentially from his lordſhip's, ſhe 
looked on their marriage as concluded, and 
could with difficulty reſtrain the W 
of ber heart. 8 


She bluſhed, locked abathes; Hoppets 
tear of mixed tenderneſs and gratitude, and 
Was for ſome time unable to ſpeak. 


She at laſt aſſumed falficient courage to 
tell him, though with heſitation, that ſhe 
had the moſt lively ſenſe of his lordſhip's 
generoſity and nobleneſs of ſentiment ; but 
that ſhe loved him for himſelf alone, and was 
indifferent to every other conſideration. 


* * 2 *, Fw - 
TC GS Ia x 2 * : b : 
TE EA Os n . 9 


Chap. X. THE EXCURSION, 57 


As he looked on theſe as words of courſe, 
which meant nothing, he — her to be 


more explicit. 2 


She was going to refer him to Col. 
Dormer for an anſwer, when the door 
opened, and a very genteel man, about 
twenty- five, in regimentals, entered the 
room, with an air of the moſt perfect eaſe 
and unconcern, humming a part of one of 


the favourite. ſongs in Montezuma. 8 


. fopped: ſhort, appeared confuſed. | 
looked round with aſtoniſhment, and, ad- 
dreſſing Maria-with the moſt reſpectful air, 
attempted to apologize for an intruſion | 
which he had not intended. 


Can you forgive me, madam? 1 found 
the ſtreet- door open, and miſtook it for: 
my own apartment, which 1 is in che next 


40 houſe. 
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ee am aſhamed of my Eon, but. 
< you have . to fear wards it. 


He hurried down, 7 after is had faid this 
without waiting for an anſwer. 


F W n R 1 OA * 9 
5 2 22 2 N n „ * 


Neither Miſs Villiers nor Lad Melvile I 


could ſpeak; they were both petrified with 
eee. | 


R 
ee 


4 2 * 1 
75a 3 
N * * 


His lordſhip's was, however, a ſurprize 
Mixed with uncertainty and chagrin. [I 


To hs * * 9 _ DINE 


, 3 e 

N OY er 9 # OP e 

e OA Re Boney I OR PETE fr WERE 
8 12 e eee : * 


He knew not how to give credit to the- 
ſtranger's ſtory of miſtaking the houſe; it 
was very improbable, to ſay no more. 


He might be a lover, and a favoured one; 5 


or, a at leaſt, one who had been favoured, | 
and was füll on the liſt of her friends. 


. 
a, 1 x D 12 a — FC 
J ² m AT 7‚7«* 


"Mis familiar monner'ofi enterin 8 the room, 
| His unembarraſſed addreſs to Maria, his re- 


3 | tiring 


FP 


l 
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nring without waiting an anſwer, gave Lord 


Meélvile, who had been taught to think ill 


of the human heart, ſuſpicions fill x more in- 
1 Jurious to both, N | 


w 


He even nien and how ener 18 


fancy ! that he had feen mutual eh of 
intelligence. 11 ah 


Ac 8,7 


He thought it more e chan poſſible he was 
in danger of becoming a dupe to the moſt 
infamous artifice; and that Maria, in her 
ſeeming attachment to him, had been only 
acting an aſſumed character, in order to 


deceive. 


His vanity combated; but could not con- 


quer, this very weer idea. 


pl 


Uanabis to recover his 8 humour, © or 


to reſolve in what manner to take this ex- 


tr aordinary adventure, he found it impoſſible, 
and indeed he thought it e to re · 


ſume the converſation. 
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Mis Villiers, who was ſtill more diſcon- 
certed, without having merited to be at all 
ſo, had an air of perplexity and ſelf-con- 
demnation, which added gn to Lord 
| Metvile's ſuſpicions. : 


She was much more at a loſs than his 
lordſhip, how to behave 1 in ſo uncommon a 
conjunRture. 5 


The confuſion ſhe felt on the ſtran gers 

entering the room, gave her the firſt 1 
of her own imprudence in allowing Lond: 
Melvile' 8 ee vilit. e 


The ranger $ apology for: his intruſon, 
though apparently. reſpectful, ſnewed too 
: plainly the 1. in which he raden the 


Party. 
She was alarmed, ſhe was determined to 
be more guarded for the future; the en- 
a tregted Lord Melvile ro retire. 
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She was not without apprehenſion as: ta 
| the. continuance of his eſteem. 


She dreaded loſing his good. opinion by 
that very indiſcretion of which her too great 
anxiety to * bim had been the ſole 
cauſe. 


he delitac). infapannble from real lho-- 
tion taught her to be the more careful of- 

her own honour becauſe i it was ſoon. to be. 
S | 


In wort, without knowing well bow-t to: 
develop her ideas, ſhe found them crowd? 
upon her too faſt. for expreſſion 3 nor in- 
deed where they ſuch as ſhe would have 
choſen indiſcriminately to communicate. 
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The continuity of the ſcene being broken 
by this unexpected event, and both feeling 
an embarraſſment which made it very diff 

cult 
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cult to recover the thread of their diſcourſe ;. 
each found a thouſand plauſible reaſons for 


Which they were Juſt EMtErIDGs. to e 
opportunity. hats 


that art which he had taken ſo much pains 
to acquire, got ſo entirely the better of his 
f diſpleaſure, that he left her without her en- 

tertaining the lighteſt ſuſpicion that he at- 


tributed to her any ſhare in this myſterious: 
adventure. 


TT how to determine on this important point, 
as how to form a Juſt idea of her general 
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ſeparating, and deferring the ſubject, on 


=" 


His lordſhip's- potiteneſs, However, mT 


_ He was really extremely at a loſs, as well 


character. 


Ms heſi tated whether to pronounce her 


the moſt artleſs, or r the moſt  debgoing, « or 
| ker ſex. 


As 


x 8 - : 
ERP „ ö 
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As he very naturally, in which we wiſh 


he had more imitators, looked on his father 
as his firmeſt friend, and the perſon moſt. 
intereſted in his happineſs, he with great 
prudence reſolved to ſuſpend the preſent” 
negotiation till Lord Claremont's return to 
town; to give his lordſhip, without diſguiſe 


or palliation, a circumſtantial relation of the 


| whole tranſaction, fo far as it had already 
gone; and to aſk his advice whether he 


ought, in common diſcretion, to reſume, or 
ro relinquiſh, his purſuit of our heroine... 
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ſhe found Mrs. Merrick in her 


0 
HAP. 
oom waiting her coming, in order 


ing, 


HEN Mis Villiers roſe in the morn- 


ining r 
to attend herſelf, as ſhe ſometimes dic 


during breakfaſt, 
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The grare air of this good woman 


alarmed her; ſhe enquired, with the utmoſt 8 
kindneſs of manner, if ihe was well. 7 


00 very well, Ithank you, madam, bu — 


« But what, Mrs. Merrick ? ? You gene- 5 


« rally meet me with miles.“ 


« 1 am a little uneaſy” — 


3 Is: your uncaſineſs any thing 10 can res. 


20" move?“ 


« Sure enough you. can, my dea young 
60 lady, for it is entirely on yur account.“ 55 


5 Aft ter fifty apologies, a as many pro- 
teſtations that it was the firſt time in her life 


ſhe ever thought her in the wrong, ſhe took 
the liberty, which her long and faithful at- 
tachment to the family of Miſs Villiers ren- 


dered juſtifiable, of remonſtrating gently on 


1 che 
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the indiſcreet party of the night before, and 
its probable ill conſequences to her reputa- 
tion, and of courſe. to her happineſs. £51 


She hook 1. impropriety of this up- 


per in ſo ſtrong a light, that Maria, who 
had the utmoſt indulgence for her, in order 
to remove her anxiety, confeſſed to her, but 
under the ſtricteſt injunctions of ſecrecy, 
khat ſhe was in a very fhort time to been mar- 
ried to Lord Melvile. 


| She added, that Lord Melvite's motive 
for this ſeemingly ill-rimed viſit, was to 
_ conſult her, without interruption, on the 
neceſſary ſettlements to be made on this 
. intereſting occaſion ; and that he choſe the 


evening as the moſt certain time to find her 
without company. 


She deſired her to be under no o appreben- 


fion of her diſpleaſure ; ; aſſured her ſhe did 


Rot blame her, i ignorant ag ſhe was of the 
only oy 


10, THE EX©OVRSION, Bock VI. 


only circumſtance which could render her 
excuſable, for thinking the party indiſcreet. 


She however told her, ſhe expected, after 
ſuch a proof of her unlimited confidence, 
that, whatever viſits ſhe might in future have 
occaſion to receive from Lord Melvile, ſhe 
| ſhould reſt ſatisfied. with the propriety of 
her conduct; which ever had been, and ever 
| ſhould be, regulated by the moſt punctilious 
rules of virtue and honour, 


She proceeded to inform her, that the 
ſhould in a poſt or two, which was really 
ber intention, write to entreat Col. Dormer 
to come to town, in order to arrange the 
To 2 of this marriage with Lord 
Claremont. | 


Mr 8. Merrick, who thought there was 
no alliance to which her young lady had not 
aàã right to pretend; who knew her incapable_ 
of even the ſhadow of falſehood; and who 


Chap. I. THE EXCURSION, 71 
had, from his beauty, to which women are 
always partial, and his affability, for which 


all the world have the ſame prepoſſeſſion, a 


ſtrong inclination to think highly of Lord 
M.loelvile; was almoſt out of her ſenſes with 


pie arc on. reselning this unexpected intel- 


ligence. 


She made Miſs Villiers a ee con- 
gratulatory curtſies, wiſhed her joy almoſt 
as often, promiſed her the moſt inviolable 
ſecrecy, and haſtened down to communicate 
this good news, having firſt exacted a ſolemn 
engagement that it ſhould go no further, to 
her brother, a very honeſt tradeſman in the 
neighbourhood, who happened to be then 


in the houſe. 


Sho looked on this as no breach of con- 


idence in reſpect to Miſs Villiers; becauſe, 


in the firſt place, it did not go out of the 


family; and, becauſe, in the ſecond, ſhe 
knew her brother to be an adept in the 
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2 THE ExCUnSION. Book VI. 
art of keeping ſecrets, having been in his 


youth, for ſeveral years, the favourite do- 
meſtic of one of the clerks in one of the - 


moſt Important of the public offices, . 


She was a woman of konour; aud would 
not have betrayed her young lady for the 
world; but ſhe knew the ſecret was as ſafe 

with her brother as with herſelf; for which 

ſuppofition every reader, who is not unrea- 
ſonable indeed, will N give her 


credit. 


en Ar. n. 


T* E hows paſſed heavily on with © our 


heroine the next three days. 


She heard nothing of Lord Melvile; and 
would not venture to make a viſit, leſt he 
ould unluckihy call during her abſeuce. 
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Chap. II. THE EXCURSION. * 


As the moments of expectation are not 


the pleaſanteſt that can be conceived, ſne 
determined, as ſhe was ſitting at breakfaſt 
the fourth day, to go that evening to a rout, 
for which ſhe had received a card three 
weeks before. 


She reſolved however not to > play, be- 


cauſe ſhe had ſcarce money ſufficient for one 
ſtake ; but ſhe could no longer ſupport her 
own ſociety; and ſome ſort of diffipation 
was become abſolutely neceſſary to relieve 
an anxiety rendered more exquiſite by the 
natural warmth. and impatience of her 
temper. | 5 


5 She was dreſſing for this purpoſe, when 
her French milliner, who had juſt been at 
Lady Blaſt's, where ſhe had heard ſome 
circumſtances not too favourable to our he- 

roine, burſt abruptly into the room, and, 
with an air and manner to which Miſs Vit | 

Vor. II. . liers 
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74 THE EXCURSION. Book VI. 
Hers had not been accuſtomed, demanded 
inſtant payment of her bill. = 


To pay her from the gender remains of 
her own ſinances was impoſlible ; not to pay 
her was diſtraction. 


In this rumult of ber ad hurried away 

by honeſt pride and indignation, ſhe took a 
ſtep which that very pride would at any 
_ other moment have infallibly prevented. % 


She ſat down, and wrote a note to Lady 
Hardy, in which, after apologizing for treſ- 
paſſing on her friendſhip, of which ſhe had 
already received ſo many ſtriking proofs, ſhe 
entreated her ladyſhip, till ſhe could order 
a remittance from the country, to lend her 
an hundred pounds, for which ſhe had an 
unexpected and immediate occaſion, 


| She added, that being perten ac- 
quainted with the nobleneſs of her lady- 555 
7 8 0's: 


X25 
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1 
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court of dowagers. 
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ſhip's ſentiments, ſhe knew ſhe was laying 

her under a diſtinguiſhed obligation dy 
making a requeſt which gave her an oppor- | 
tunity of evincing the ſincerity of her re- 
gard, and of thoſe obliging offers of ſervice 


ſo often repeated. 


She obſerved cher chat this 8 


was the ſtrongeſt mark ſhe could give of her 


eſteem for her ladyſhip's amiable virtues ; 
and concluded by reminding her, that, 
amongſt real friends, the greateſt delicacy, 
in points of this nature, conſiſted 1 in having. 


no delicacy at all. 


At the moment. "when Lady Hardy re- 
ceived this ſentimental epiſtle, ſhe was de- 
liberating with herſelf whether to ſupport 5 
Miſs Villiers, and enter a caveat againſt 
Lady Blaſt's whole proceeding ; or abſo- 
lutely to give up her acquaintance, and ac- 


quieſce in the ſentence of the venerable 
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In other words, ſhe was balancing i in het 
own mind the arguments for and againſt our 


heroine's ever becoming Lady Melvile. 


This letter removed every ſhadow of 


doubt, and operated like magic in making 


the unfavourable ſcale ee 


She called up Miſs Villiers new foot- 


man, who happened to be the bearer of the 


letter, and who, my reader may remember, 7 


had been recommended by herſelf. 


4 Pray, Harry, is Jour lady out of her Bs 


= ſenſes 22 


: Harry bowed, and ſmiled. 


« I ſhould ſoon be in a fine way indeed, 


if I was to lend my money to every little 
05 adyenturer” — 


Harry looked grave— 9 5 
VVV 3 


Chap. II. THB WETALLON = 


— 
* 


5 Do not be uneaſy; Harry : 1 will get 


you a better place, or perhaps take you 
1 .myſclf. 


« In the mean time, you will extremely 
* oblige me, if you will tell me all you know 
« of this girl, by whom I have been ſhame - 


0 fully taken- in.“ 


A converſation enſued, in the courſe of 


which Harry related the anecdote of the 


ſupper, wirhout ee the minuteſt 
e circumſtance. 


He finiſhed his narrative by informing 


her ladyſhip, that though he had no doubt 
of Miſs Villiers's having been kept by Lord 
 Melvile, yet he was inclined to believe the 
affair was entirely over, and that his lord- 


ſhip had very prudently left her to make 


her reflections on an adventure with which 
he had had ſo much reaſon to be diſpleaſed. 


1 „00 
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He added, that he apprehended his lord- 
ſhip was jealous of the ſtrange gentleman, 
and very probably not without reaſon. 


Juſt as Harry concluded his very accu- 
rate ſtring of obſervations, Lady Blaſt was 
announced, 
She came to demand a categorical anſwer 
to her letter containing Miſs Villier's ſen- 


tence, and could not have arrived in a more 5 


fortunate moment. 


Lady Hardy ordered Hans to Kay ; the 
hiſtory of our unfortunate heroine was re- 5 
commenced, with which Lady Blaſt was ſo 
infinitely delighted, that ſhe agreed to take 
Harry, who ſhe obſerved appeared to be a 
very intelligent, honeſt, pretty, young fel- 
low, into her ſervice, as ſoon as he could get 
his conge and to give him one third more 
W | wages i 
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wages than he had agreed for with Miſs 
Miliers. 


f After a ſhort conſultation it was ſettled, Os ' 
that Harry ſhould return, and ſay he had 


not found 855 Hardy at home. | 

ö 

N | 

9 0 

C HAP. 1. 5 

= K E 1 e of the ſervant lefe 
1 Miſs Villiers without, a doubt of 1 
3 bag f ſucceeded in her application to her 


: friend. 


Harry at length appeared, and informed 4 
her, that Lady Hardy was abroad, and was 
not e home till en, f 


| : Though her ho friend was 
not abated, yet her diſappointment at this . 
| information Was extreme. 
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Hardy was our, he had made ſo long a ſtay; 


him, with a haughty air, he was from that 
moment diſcharged her ſervice; he re- 


„not care how ſoon :” the bell was rung 


the civility of the French milliner. 


next morning to furniſh her with the means 
of Keeping this indiſcreet promiſe? 


She aſked Harry peeviſhly, why, if Lady 


he made an impertinent anſwer ; ſhe told 


turned the reply valiant, That he did 


for John, who was ordered to pay him the 
little wages due, and to diſcharge him. 


This extraordinary ſcene did not add to 0 


She renewed ber ſolicitation | in pretty 5 


lively terms, and Miſs Villiers was reduced I 
to the mortify ing neceſſity of deſiring her 
to call ſor her money the next morning; to ; 

which, with a good deal of murmuripg, ſhe Ro 7 
conſented. 4 

8 . 


The next morning ? And bow: was the ; 


Lady . 
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Lady Hardy —a thouſand things might 

happen What thouſand ? Her uncle but 
could ſhe procure it from her uncle the next 
morning? Beſides, whoever is acquainted 
with the human heart, and remembers how 
ſhe wrung from him his reluctant conſent 
to this journey, will Know her uncle would 
be indeed her laſt reſource. 


She was however convinced ſhe ſhould 


get the money in time, though it was im 
: poſſible to divine how. | 


A thought ſtarted; 


This was a 70 ble reſource; ſhe deſired 
no more; her ſanguine temper cleyated i it 
0 a certain one. 


[ this rout—ſhe had 
ſtill twenty pounds remaining ; ſhe owed the 


milliner fifty; thirty was not much to win 
— ſhe was determined to try— _ 
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She might even gain a much larger ſum: 


| the might be enabled to pay all ſhe owed: 
ſhe had ſeen people win a vaſt deal more at 


guinea quadrille, at which ſhe determined 


69 


She dreſt, and went to | Mes. Harwood ; 


r 


The lady of the houſe, prepoſſeſſed by 


the malevolent miſrepreſentations of Lady 
Hardy and Lady Blaſt, the former of whom _ 
had juſt been apologizing for having ever | 
introduced this litile advent er (fo ſhe 
ſtiled her) to her acquaintance, received 
her with a cold conſtrained civility, which 
a mind leſs ardent than hers would have 


ſeen 1 in a moment. 


Warm, : uni {1 pecling⸗ 1 ittle vain, and 


juſtly conſcious of having a right to thoſe _ 
unmeanuing, yet egreeable, : attentions which Dy 
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ever Teen her before. 
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conſtitute the bond of mixed ſociety, ſhe 


had not an idea of their being omitted in 


her regard; the omiſſion therefore muſt 
have been glaring on, if ſhe had ob- 
ſerved it. 


Nor * Mrs. Harwood, who was a 
woman of great good- nature, capable of 


ſhocking any perſon who was her gueſt; 


and, though ſhe determined, in what ſhe 
ſuppoſed juſtice to herſelf, never to give 


Miis Villiers ancther invitation, yet the hu- 
manely refolved to drop her acquaintance 


in the quieteſt and moſt imperceptible man- 


ner poſhble. 


As M aria paſſed through the apartments, 


ſhe faw ſeveral ladies at whoſe houſes ſhe 
had viſited with Tady Hardy ; one or two 


half returned her curtſy; but the greater 


part looked full in her face, without be— 


traying the ſmalleſt conſciouſneſs of having 


* 6 | | She 
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She was aflorithed how to account 1 
this general want of memory in the ladies, 
When, turning her head, ſhe obſerved Lady 

Hardy and Lady Blaſt in cloſe conſultation, 
in a part of the room which ſhe could not 
avoid * by, i in order to enter the next. 


S 


, Lady Hardy held 4 paper 3 hank 
which ſhe was reading in a low voice to 
Lady Blaſt, and which ſeemed to afford i in- 
finite entertainment to this amiable Pairs. 


On e them, Miſs Villiers, te to | 
her great aſtoniſhment, diſcovered the paper, 
Which had ſo much amuſed them, to be her 
on letter to Lady Hardy, requeſting her to ; 
lend her an hundred pounds, - - | 


She now, for the firſt time, 1 Lady 
Hardy in the light ſhe merited; and, trem- 
bling with ſurprize and reſentment, was 

going to expreſs her ſenſe of this infamous 


6 SO 2 treat. 
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treatment with the ſpirit it deſerved, when 
both ladies turned full upon her, burſt i into 
a loud laugh, and, bruſhing rudely by her, 
retired into the inner Wat 


This infolence, in which nothing but the 


' moſt abandoned effrontery could have ſup- 
ported them, was more than the lovely 
victim of their malevolence could bear. 


She had, however, the courage to repreſs 
the almoſt ſtarting tear, to ſtruggle with 
the riſing paſſion which agitated her whole 
frame, and to aſſume an appearance of 
tranquillity which ill-ſuited the tumultuous 5 


emotions of her heart. 8 


She felt the inſult ſtrongly; but the felt 
it with dignity. She approached Mrs. Har- 
wood, and, with an air which was within 


an atom of haughtineſs, related the affront 
the had received, and from whom, 


She 
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She ded, that the had Stel Mrs. | 


Harwoods houſe, relying on that protection 
from outrage which politeneſs and hoſpita- . 
lity demanded, and to which both her birth 
and character gave her a right; that this 
right had been violated by two perſons 
whoſe preſence, after ſuch behaviour, diſ- 
honoured every circle in which they ap- 
peared, and that ſhe muſt that moment 
: either give up her acquaintance or theirs, 


Mrs. Hare heart was for our OY 


roine; but her fears enrolled her i in the 1 
Soner party. 


She dreaded whale envenomed rongues, : 
fro which no innocence was ſecure; aud 


bad the unpardonable weakneſs, iuſtead | of. 
ſupporting her own honour, which was 
wounded by this ſhameſul treatment of one 
| who, as her gueſt, had a right to her Pro- 

tection, to tel] Miſs Villiers, though | in the 


ſolteſt 
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ſofteſt terms poſſible, that ſhe was miſtreſs 
of her own conduct, but not of hers, 


Maria ſaw, and pitied, her puſillanimity; 
and, without making any anſwer, retired 
with an air of majeſtic diſdain, which almoſt 
awed flander itfelf 1 into ſilence. 


She returned hes; her heart ſwelling 
with praiſe. worthy indignation, 


5 She lat down ; ſhe collected on the un- 
merite4 inſult ſhe had received, and on its 
probable conſequences ; ; the ſaw her ſitua- 


tion in its true colours. 


hs had des the money ſhe brought 
to town ; ſhe had incurred debts which ſhe 
knew not now to pay. 


Even the w etched b hope 45 relieving the 


diſtrefs of the moment by play, a reſource 
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83 THE BXCVARSION. | Book vi. 
equally infamous and uncertain, was at an 


| She ſaw herſelf, ſhe knew not why, driven 
from the ſocicty in which ſhe had lived 
ſince her coming to town, and this in a 
manner the moſt humiliating that the 


: keeneſt malice could have contrived. 


The French milliner, who had preſt her | 
ſo rudely for money, was o call the) next _ 


JOY: 


805 was unable to fatiafy hors F Av had : 
_ every thing mortifying to expect from her 5 


5 reſentment on being diſappointed. 


She had to ſuffer, what was ach TY . 
the reproaches of her own heart, and the 
painful conſciouſneſs of having broken her 


word. 


The tears, which the had hitherto re- 
ſtrained, now forced their way, and gave 


ſome 


N 


. 
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ſome relief to the agonizing ſenſations of 
her ſoul. 


The tide of blended paſſions, by degrees; a 
ſubſided; ſhe ſaw the inſult ſhe had re- 


ceived, and the perſons who had offered it, 
with the contempt they deſerved. _ 


Her pecuniary diſtreſs was vof a more 


alarming nature ; but even there, if ſhe 


could gain a little time, ſhe had fill a va- 
| riety of reſources, 


| Her mind, recovering its natural tone, 
became 1 moment more tranquil and 
collected. 


She ranged che whole expanſive region 
of indulgent fancy for ſubjects of con ſo- 


lation; nor did ſhe range that expanſive 
region in vain. 


The ſtorm indeed was gathering round 
her, but ſhe ſaw it W 


she 
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bhbe had one of thoſe happy warm imagi- 
nations, which through the Abenden 
darkening cloud can pierce the gloom, and IM 
diſcover the radiant blue ſky behind. | 


— : 2; EY 
1 
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r 
it Iss Villers roſe in the: morning 


with no little heart-ach at the re- 
membr ance of her milliner's intended viſit. 


if I b She had given her word t to bay ber; the | 
te found it impofſible to keep I a 


She ſaw no immediate poſſibility of ful- 
filling her promiſe, except by borrowing | 
the money; but of whom! = 


| Her friend, her 5 friend in town, had 
not only refuſed, but cruelly inſulted her 7 


5 temporary diſtreſs. oy 5 
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She ſat down to breakfaſt; the hour ap- 


proached; ber terrors began to return. 


A rap at 8 door made her f fart almoſl 


from her ſeat. 


Her heart gckenedd a at the idea of ſeeing 
this dreadful viſitant. 


John came up, and delivered her a letter, 
which he told her was given him by a ſer- 
vant who ſaid it required no anſwer. 


She took i it, trembling 1 the appre- 
henfion of other demands. - 


The writing of the ſuperſeription, and the 
; fat, were equally unknown to her. 


There is no 3 her ſurprize at 
finding only a cover, without a ſingle word, 
encloſing a bank. note for one | hundred 
e 


, Allonimens : 
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Aſtoniſhment and Joy rendered her mo- 
tionleſs. 


After a moment's pauſe, ſhe fell on her 
knees to thank the Omnipotent Diſpoſer of 
all, for an event of which her feelings told 


har, her imprudence had rendered her un- 
worthy, 


She vowed, in the fervid ardour of her 
gratitude, to merit, by her ſuture conduct, 
this apparent interpoſition of Providence in 
her favour. | 


She reſolved to Aid her carriage, to 


retrench her expence, to pay inſtantly every : 
demand the had incurred. | 


She almoſt 1 to return to the 


happy © roof ſhe had ſo. prodpiemely- de- | 
ſerted. 


She 
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She would have quite reſolved it, had not 


Lord Melvile's enchanting idea intervened. 


It was, however, ſtrange ſhe had ſeen 
nothing of him the two or three paſt days: 


but a thouſand cauſes unknown to her might 
have Pre his calling. | 


| Uis father might be returned, might fill 
up all his time—She had every reaſon to 


depend on the ſincerity of his attachment. 


But a truce to her reflections Madame 


Vipont came, was paid, and John diſpatched 
to diſcharge all her other bills. 


This pleaſing taſk compleated, ſhe turned 
her thoughts towards the unknown friend 
who had been the inftrument of heaven in 
giving her this well - timed aſſiſtance—She 
could not form a | conjefture— | 


Was 
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©." IV Bs it not poſſible Lady Hardy might 
have repented her unworthy. behaviour, | 


and have ſent the money! ? 


It muſt be "Bo bee fo few perſons 


and who elſe could have ſuppoſed the 
wanted ſuch aſſiſtance ? 2 


Vet, when be ollagia the unfeeling 


inſolence of her behaviour, ſhe found the 
fuppolition impoſſible. LY, 


Sbe Was sbewildering herſelf i in \ vain, when 
ſhe received a card from Lord Claremont, 
deſiring to know at what hour that evening 
he might have the pleaſure of writing on 


her. 


Tord Claremont! —Her } joy was vow 


complete. ; 


Every filing viſion of fancy returned. 


The 
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The gloomy hour of adv erſity Was pat 


A brighter æra had commenced with this : 


happy dawn. 


She was ſorry Col. Dormer was not in | 
town. 


Her reſolutions of * diſmiſſing her carriage, 


and retrenching her EXPENCE, were ſuſ- 


Re 


She ſent for the frizeur, and Prepared 


| for this Important cvening. 


N We will ve | her " flu 2 moment to in- 


dulge her tranſports, and enquire what is 


become of Lord Melvile. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. v. 


N returning home on Tueſday night 
from his evening-viſit to Miſs Villiers, 


Lord Melvile was informed his father was 


come to town, and had ſent a meſſage de- 
firing to {ee him, to breakfaſt, at ten the 


next morning. 


He had a ſtrong inclination to have aſked 
the ſervant whether Mademoiſelle Dorignon 


was returned to town with Lord Claremont; 


but he felt the weakneſs of being intereſted 
in the queſtion, and was aſhamed to betray 


that weakneſs even to his {eryant. 


| He knew ſhe was not returned to Gtoſie | 
nor- ſtreet; the ſtillneſs of all around him 


ſufficiently announced her abſence : he was 


therefore not a little anxious to know how 


| the was Glpoled. of. 


He 
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| He however ſuſpended his curioſity till 


SS 
CHAF. . 


 F TER the breakfaſt was finiſhed, and 
\ the ſervants had retired, Lord Clare- 


mont entered on the intended ſubject of this 
conference, the important buſineſs of Do- 
rignon's abdication. | 5 


« how much I value myſelf on this nego- 


* tiation ; which, give me leave to ſay, re- 


« quired fifty times more dexterity than a 
60 treaty between tw %) crowned heads. 


Vol . F * yinced 


the morning, when he attended Lord C lare- 
mont at the hour appointed. | 


Having firſt abide Dorignon the confi- 
Ba dante of your intended marriage, and con- 
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10 


66 


6c 


66 


60 


60 


4 


66 


46 


<6 


vinced her that ſhe had nothing to expect 


$6 


in future from your attachment, I carried 
my point, by flattering her with the hope 
of marrying our Welt Indian, 


« This hope Fam not clear ſhe will not 


* be able to reduce to certainty; at leaſt 
if ſhe ſteadily purſues the plan I have 
taken the pains to trace out for her. 


« He is, you well know, juſt arrived 
from one of the moſt uncivilized and bar- 
„ barous of our Weſt India ſands, and 


66 


knows about as much of the world as 2 
country {chool- -boy of thirteen. 8 


«] have Nail all Dorignon's 8 future 
meaſures by the exacteſt ſcales of ſound 25 


policy and knowlege of mankind, 


6 Theſe propoſed ak are as much 15 


calculated for her ie as your 
M0 ” 


* 
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« ſafety, though the latter was undoubt- 
" — on firſt principle of action. 


« She is, by my intervention, ſecured in 
% a very liberal allowance from this young 


„man; and I have, unknown to him, pre- 


s {ſented her, in your name, with three hun- 


0 dred guineas for her menus plaiſirs. 


0 They are to go abroad immediately; : 


* not to France, becauſe there ſhe is rather 


10 too well known. , 


00 Not to Italy, becauſe the Italian women 
are as amuſing, and ten thouſand times 


0 * handſomer than herſelf. : py 


of But they are to make the tour of the 
Northern courts, where the cards will be 


-m almoſt played into her hands. 


6 They ſet out for Vienna to-morrow ; "= 
0 and if the women there are not l 


1 8 « ſufficiently 
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CL ſufficiently enuuiei iſe, ihe may poſſibly 
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& proceed to St. Petersburg in which caſe 


FS look © on her buſineſs as done. 


« She deſired to ſee vou before ſhe ſet 


out; but on this requeſt I thought it ne- 


* ceſſary to put an abſolute negative. 


„By the way, I am not very diſcreet in 
© mentioning this circumſtance. _ 


(Lord Melvile fighed,) 


I ſee, Melvile, I was right in my pro- 


e hibitionz and to prevent al] poſſibility of 
danger, l will not loſe fight of you till 
„this happy pair have left London. 


« My chaiſe will be at the door in half 


an hour, and it ſhall carry us to pay 4 


« morning-viſit to your intended bride, who 


* js about twenty miles from town, at her 
5 father's villa 1 in Surry.“ 


*** 6 Your 


I — 
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Wour lordſhs ip will, Lam ſure, give me 
8 leave to dreſs,” 


* By no means: we will only call en paſ- 
ant, as if airing accidentally that way, 
and make our viſe of ceremony to. mor- 
% row. 


“ Beſides, give me leave to obſerve, that 
your preſent defhabille is admirably fan- 
* cied, and extremely becoming. 


Without any compliment, my dear 
« Melvile, I know OY who dreſles o 


85 uniformly W cl 


SS 
CHAP. vll. 


HI E Y ſet out, - 44 reached Mrs. Har- 


5 ding) s villa about two. 


. The 
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and he er daughter, the deſtined Lady Mel- 
vile, were in the dreſſing- room of the lat- 


reluctance which he was ſcarce able to con- 
ceal. 


from Lord Claremont, but that ſhe was 


os ceived. 


moſt diſguſting colours; and he bad only 
_ reconciled himſelf to the marriage by con- 
ſidering the abſolute neceſſity of this ſtep. 

to the emancipation of the fawjly eſtate. 
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The ladies, that is to ſay, Mrs. Harding, 


ter, who was at her harplichord when her 
noble viktants arrived. 


Lord Melvile entered the | houſe with a 


As he had heard nothing of his bride. 


rich, he had formed to himſelf an idea of 
her the moſt unpleaſing that can be con- 


* 


* imagination had painted her in the 


5 Full g 


. 


» 
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Full of the idea that the woman one mar- 
ries for money can have nothing but money 
to recommend her, he had ſuppoſed her 
ugly, aukward, fooliſh, ill bred, ill-dreſſeq, 


uneducated, in ſhort, a chemical compound 


of every ſpecies of imperfection, 


If ſhe had poſſeſſed any uncommon, ad- 
vantages, either perſonal or mental, Lord 

Claremont would naturally have mentioned 
(if he had not even exaggerated) theſe ad- 
vantages. 


judge then of his aſtoniſhment at ſeeing > 


in a deſhaville as elegantly fancied as his 4 
own, an extreme pretty little woman, per- 


fectly well made; a brunette, but of the 


beſt ſtyle ; ur nconſtrained, degagee, with an 
air of the world, and a manner as com- 
pletely French, as if the had never breathed 


beneath any ky but that of Verſailles. 


F 4 8 
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She addreſſed him with the moſt perfect 
eaſe, equally remote from Englith marvaiſe 
bonte, and unwieldy Aſiatic l deten. 


Lerd Melvile,- from the information of 
de barpſichord, thought it neceſſary to aſi 


her to ſing -chough be trembled at the idea 
of her compliance 


PR, 


N minutes ſooner, his expeddations 
would have been circumſcribed to, 


Bs * Love's a gentle, generous paſſivs - nm „ 
They now roſe as high as 
60 Be ie Iris,” 


But he was aorscably ſurprized with one 
of Trajetta's molt affecting airs, ſung, in a 
voce di camera indeed, but with a taſte and 
expreſſion which would have ſatisfied the 
maſter himſelf, had he been prefent. 


The 
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The family preſſed their noble viſitants 
to paſs the remainder of the week at Hard- 


ing-Place; to which, having no objection 
but what either of their valets de chambre, 


by going to town, could remove, they Wil- 


lingly conſented. 
4e 


CHAP. VIII. 


188 Harding, who end: her lover 


extremely to her taite, laid herſelf 
our to pleaſe, and ſhe ſuccceded. 


She was not tlong i in diſcovering vanity to 
be Lord Melvile's predominant paſſion, and 


therefore on that ſide the made her attack. 


She made this diſcovery with the greater 
facility, as it was the fide on which ſhe was 
herſelf moſt peculiarly Fulner able. 
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Without departing from what ſhe owed. 
to herſelf, ſhe behaved to him with that in- 


ſinuating, yet almoſt imperceptible atten- 
tion, which ſupplies the place of every 


other ſpecies of merit, where every other 5 
ſpecies of merit is wanting. 


This was however far from being . 
caſe i in the Þreſent inſtance. 


She had, both Fronk the "ifs of nature 


and thoſe of education, 2 an undoubted Tight - 


to 88 


She had at leaſt ber mare both * mental 
and pr perfections. 


She had an agreeable Some, un excellent 


: underſtanding, a thouſand ftriking faſhion= 


able accompliſhments, and, above all, had 


ſacrificed largely to the Graces. : 
. : 


| Bur 


But the reſiſtleſs enchantment by which 


ſhe propoſed to bind Lord Melvile in ſilken 


fetters, was not the power of her own at- 


tractions, but the lively ſenſe ſhe ſhould oy 
pear to have of his. 


For her ſucceſs in this attack on the heart 
of Lord Melvile, there were many very im- 
portant reaſons to be given, which we will 


particularize in the next Chapter. 
SS 


CHAP IL. 


ETTING aſide the agreemens of his 
A intended bride, ſhe could not have: 
found a more favourable interval 1 in Which: 


19 ſeduce his inclinations. 8 


rr 
: r 3 


„% 


. * 
F 2 ks 


— 


OS CC, 4 _— 
. 
< '# - 
_ 


<4 41 = PSS 
bo, Þ r 3 6 9+ 
3 * «4 offs 2 1 4 * 


N 


— £ 2 of 
% «Eo ein Sx; * * 
2 = = 2 5 3 — 
. +. . 3 * N. » 
22 > n 1 
— * 


mw 2 


. 
. 


108 TRE LIT ISLAS Book VI. 


He had lo Dorignon, and was os ” 


at the equivocal conduct, and ſuppoſed du- 
plicity, of rhe lovely Maria. 


Miſs Harding had, beſides, every external 


advantage over her rivals which her father's 


almoſt princely fortune could beſtow. 


It was not a French opers-pirl, a woman 


of abandoned character, ſupported by bis 


infatuation; it was not a little unknown ad- 
venturer, in a hired lodging, who now ſoli- 


cited his attention; but the heireſs of im- 


menſe wealth, whoſe attachment muſt there 


: fore neceſſarily be difimereſted and ſincere. | 


Her dreſs, her blaze of 8 her | 
apartment, her attendants, all ſpoke rather 


an Aſiatic qucen, than the daughter of 2 an 
Engliſh Private g gentleman. 


_The houſe was noble, oo 1 i wich 1 
all the ſplendour of Eaſtern magnific . 


The 


The table was ſerved in the moſt ſuperb 


ſtyle, and covered with every coſtly delicacy 


of every land, and almoſt of every ſeaſon ;_ 


| with a . of blended French, and; 
Oriental, luxury. 


Excellent muſic, amuſing company, dan- 


cing, high play, the latter of which Lord: 
Melvile paſſionately loved, made the hours 


paſs away on rapid pinions. 


But amongſt all Miſs Harding” 8 auxili- 
aries in her conqueſt of Lord Melvile, none 


Was more powerful 1 in its effects than ſur- 


prize. | 


Lord Claremont, who knew the effect of 


a coup de main, had intentionally bounded 


his praiſes to the myriads Miſs Harding was 
to bring with her to her husband, without 


hinting at her poſſeſſing one gs: attrac- 
tive ee beſides. 


The 
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Ihe event juſtified this precaution. 


Had Lord Melvile been told ſhe was a 


pretty woman, very accompliſhed, and that 
ſhe ſung like an angel, he would have 


found her a pretty woman, very accom- 
pliſhed, and who ſung like an e but : 
no more. 


Contraſted with the e Hen he 5 


had formed of her in conſequence of his ; 


father's affefted filence on the ſubject, the ; 
9 to him almoſt a Os” 


| His imagination was daxtted'; he forgot 1 5 


Miſs Villiers, or remembered her only to 
feel himſelf embarraſſed by the recollection. 


In ſhort, this Star of the Eaſt had, ere 
four days had fully elapſed, by flattering 
his ſelf-love, and leading him through a 
round of the moſt animated amuſements, 

Convinced: 


. 8 p R, - n Bs. 
3 r ee n ” 
ES © I 3 R HH N Me” RS, 2) » 8 
: DF as en F t 2 7 N 


n 
* 


ES 


Chap. IX. 
convinced him of the abſurdity of his pro- 
jected arrangement with Miſs Villiers, and 
determined him to put a op: to the treaty. 
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Eb Why keep, and at a heavy. expence, * 
miſtreſs who threatened, from her tireſome 


& affectation of ſentiment, to be as ennuieuſe 


« asa wife; when a wife was happily ſelected 
for him by a father he wiſhed to oblige, 
* who, beſides bringing great riches into the 

“ family, promiſed, from her talents and en- 
cc Volement, 0 be as s amuſing as a miſtreſs x 


10 Many a a man of faſhion had mi the 
: * woman he had kept : why not ſtrike out 
« a different path, and keep the woman one 


2 marries : 95 


Keep one's wife! It would be droll— 
but it would be new— And is there a 
4 charm in human life equal to novelty?“ 


Thus 


ee 
53s a 
A 4 
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Thus reaſoned 1504 Melyile, as he was 
drefling « on Saturday mormage 


e 


CHAP. x. 


E Se ende thi 11s en to Ki 
Claremont, who came into the room 
jut as the arduous buſineſs of rhe toilet 
Was finiil: ed, and was bey. nd meaſure 

pleaſed with a plan which promiſed mauy ü 
family advantages. 


Lord Melvile proceeded to inform his 

| induigent Parent of his ſituaridn in 1 T. 2ſpect 5 | 
to Miſs Villiers, and of the offers "Fe was 
proceeding to make her, when the extraor- 
dinary adventure of the ſtranger threw a. 
damp on his beginning attachment. 


: 6 
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He deſired his lordſhip's opinion and as. 


tiſtance in reſpec to this lady, for whom he 


now felt not the leaſt ſhadow of inclination, 
but who would have reaſon to think him a 
man without the leaſt ſenſe of honour or of 


gallantry, if he did not come to an explana- 


tion on a treaty which was in ſo advanced a 


ſtate. - 


Lord Claremont kindly undertook the 


taſk of ſeeing our heroine, and of putting 


an abſolute period to this asu and up- 
meaning negotiation. 


22 
CHAP. XI. 


FTER a conſultation in what man- 
ner to conduct this delicate affair, 


withour wounding either humanity or bien- 


ſeance, 
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feance, it was ſettled that Lord Melvile 
ſhould continue a few days longer at Har- 


ding-Place, where a maſquerade was fixed _ 
for the following Monday; and that Lord 
Claremont ſhould go immediately to town, 


pay Miſs Villiers a viſit, and employ all bs 


knowledge of the human heart, as well to 
diſcover her true character, as to lead her 
gently to the point of br aw Ds this idle 


connexion. 


Lord Melvile . Nell his father to ſoften 
the blow, as well by ſome act of generoſity 
like that he had ſhown to Dorignon, as by | 
every ſoothing art in the Deer of man . 


employ. 


He intreated his lordſhip to be particu- 
larly careful to avoid-wounding the feelings 
of her heart, if he found reaſon t to. think | 


her affection for him real. 


Lord moni mile cher; Taceaſtic OA 
cal / at t his ſon's ee on this head, 
aud | 


as oe ee 1 7 > 
Nm He 


Mikes roy woe. 5 , 
Lt © "hel __ 
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and ordered his carriage to be at the door 
as ſoon as dinner ſhould be ended. 
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CHAP. xll, 


E ſhould have obſerved in the laſt 
15 Chapter, that Lord Melvile, in the 
= cour aſs of his narration, had mentioned, 
= though very lightly, Sir Charles Watſon's 
= admirationof our heroine, from which a ray 
of light had darted on the mind of Lord 


Claremont, who was too proud of his ſuc- 
cels in reſpect to Dorignon, to think any 


deſign above the extent of his genius. 


= He ſer off, pretending buſineſs of impor= 
Þ tance, got to town in the evening without 
5 being robbed, and in the morning ſent the 
card we have already erden to 0 Mils Vit 
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The idea of diſpoſing 2dvantageouſly as . 


two ladies who had compoſed a temporary 


part of his family, was the moſt flattering 
poſſible to Lord Claremont; and as he en- 
tertained not the leaſt doubt that Lord Mel- 


Vile s connexion with Miſs Villiers had been 


of the ſame intimate kind as that with Do- 
rignon (though Lord Melvile had afured 
him of the contrary), he reſolved on ſceing 15 
her Lady Watſon, and in the mean time on 
fupporting her in the ſituation, whatever 
that ſhould be, in which his ſon, as he ſup- 


1 had — Placed her. 


As he had heard the low very imper- 


1 ectly, and under the diſadvantage of con- 


tinual interruptions from the officious atten- 
tion of Mr. Harding, theſe conjectures were 


very natural. 


Under the full Wer « theſe con- 
jeftures, he prepared for his viſit, and regue 


lated his Plan accordingly. 
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He might not ſee her with the ſame eyes 
as his ſon; he might, on finding the diſpro- 
portion of fortune ſo very great, think the 
attachment imprudent, and inſiſt on a facri- 
fice, which, however painful to love, filial 

uy gn render indiſpenſable. . 5 


CHAP. II. 


* ck, on Sunday evening, February = 
the twenty-ſixth (the reader muſt 
kave been very inattentive if he has not ob? 
ſerved the preciſion, of our chronology, a 
point on which we pique ourſelves as much 
as Virgil on the geography of his immortal 
poem), Lord Claremont entered Miſs Vil- 
liers's apartment, and by the eaſy politeneſs 


of his addreſs, for he was one of the beſi- 


bred men in the world, diſpelled i in ſive mi- 
nutes 


e N yen: 22 2 x 40s 5 RAE ; x 
5 S . 2 N 
8 SHA * N N - " : 


Chap. II. THE EXCURSION. "TER 
nutes all the apprehenſions to which ſhe had 
given way before his appearance. 


His lordſhip was not only one of the beſt- 
bred, but one of the handſomeſt men in 

town; and, though conſiderably paſt fifty, 
wight have paſſed for about rhirty- eight. 


He had, beyond moſt men, the happy art 
of rendering himfelf agreeable to others, 


by putting chem! in good humour with them- 


5 ſelyes. 


ü He practiſed this art with ſo much ſuc- 
= cels in his firſt half hour's converſation with 
1 > 7 Miſs Villiers, that ſhe found herſelf inclined 
= to have as implicit a confidence in him, as 


ſhe could have had in n Col. Dormer, had he 
: been preſent, | 


When, by a ſeries of the moſt delicate 
and well-directed flattery, he had brought 
ner mind to the very ſtate he wiſhed, he, 


Vol. II. , T3 Pro. 
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| W to communicate, but by the gen- 


tleſt gradations, the motives of his viſit, and 
his ideas in reſpect to her future conduct. 


« Will you, madam, pardon the liberty 
*« ] take, when ! tell you, you are the moſt 
ow lovely woman I ever beheld f 


e You have every thing to > expett from | 
& ſuch a profuſion of charms: : but you do 

< not appear to know the uſe of them; and 
want a friend to conduct you through the 
M6 devious path of life. : 


* 


ce In me behold that friend; command 


* 


4 


* heart to me SRO reterve. 

825 Depend on my cares to place vou in 

* the ſituation to which your beauty gives 
« you the beſt poſſible right to pretend; 

e but firſt tell me, with that amiable ſince- 

2 rity which is ſo viſibly painted on your 

5 countenance, 


my utmoſt ſervices, and open your whole 1 


4 


Chap. II. THE EXCURSION, 123 
« countenance, what is really the nature of 


* your preſent conne xion with Lord Mel- 
8 vile.“ 


The vivid erimſon on the cheek of Maria, 


who was equally charmed and embarrafſed 
by a converſation which ſeemed to lead to 
all ſhe wiſhed, and the faltering of her 
voice when ſhe attempted, but in vain, to 
make a reply, confirmed his lordſhip, beyond 
the poſſibility of a doubt, in his very pro- 

| bable conjecture in reſpect to thei profent 
intercourſe, 


"He cherche proceeded on that ſuppoſi- 


tion, and, willing to ſpare her confuſion, 


continued his barangue without waiting for 


an anſwer. 


Ab er telling her he was ſorry f ſo tender | 


an intercourſe mould be ſo ſoon interrupted, 
he informed her, that his ſon's intention had 
bee een to have made a ſettlement on her for 
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life, and to have continued her the miſtreſs. 
of his heart, though family conſiderations - 

obliged him to give his hand to another, 


He begged her to be aſſured of the ſin. 
cerity of Lord Melvile's attachment, and of 
the extreme difficulty he had found in con- 
vincing him of the imprudence of the ſtep 
into which his paſſion for her had almoſt 

ſeduced him. 8 e 


He added, has as "Lord Melvile's J mar- 
Triage with Miſs Harding, which was to take 
Place in a few days, would render the con- 

tinuance of their connexion highly impro- 
per, it was become abſolutely neceſſary to 
put an end to it, whatever regret ſuch a la- 
: crifice might cauſe Lord Melville. 5 


That, thus circumſtanced, and compelled | 


by the arguments of an indulgent father, to 
_ relinquiſh the plan of life he had promiſed 
bimſelf ſuch happineſs in purſuing, Lord 
Mielvile 
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 Melvile had employed himſelf, as the per- 
moſt paſſionate adieus, and to aſſure her 


that no time ſhould ever obliterate the re- 
membrance of her pal condeſcenſion. 


feemed unable to reply, and imagining the 


. had made of Sir Charles Watſon. 


= He affured her, as bis opinion, that this 8 
= young man, who knew much leſs of the 


FAM. 


brought in time, if ſhe played her cards 
well, to change the roſy fetters of illicit 
Love, for the more durable and more re- 
5 Seele ones of Hymen. 


[7 - * give a lopper, of which you ſhall be the 
bl js G 4 e heroine, 


ſon deareſt to him, to convey to her his 


He ſtopped a moment, but e 


aſhduity of a new lover the moſt effectual 
| conſolation for the neglect of an old one, he 
proceeded to inform her of the conqueſt ſhe 
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126 THE EXCURSION» Book VII. 
* heroine, and invite Sir Charles to be of 
* the party. TG 


In the mean time,” added he, tal#ng 
ent a pocket Look, and offering her a bank. 
note, Lord Melvile entreats you, madam, 
es A grateful ack nowledgement of that 
© amiable partiality he muſt for the future 
* unwillingly decline; to accept this note 
„ for five hundred pounds, with which ! 


have the honour to preſent vou in wy 
0 name.“ „ 


R oM the commencement of Lord 
4 Claremont's harangue to the moment 
wI its very unexpected concluſion, Miſs Vil- 
liers had kept the pro ſoundeſt filence, 2 


Deceire 


Chap. III. THE ET cu RS 10 N. 127 


Deceived by its beginning, pleaſure had 
embarraſſed her the firſt ten minutes; aſto- 
niſhment had next taken its turn, and had 


been ſucceeded by a degree of indignation. 
which had almolt ſufpended all her mental. 
5 faculliss. 


Ter 87806 of reſentment and ſurprize, 


from the inſtant when Lord Claremont men- 
tioned his ſon's intended marriage, had rens 


dered her incapable of expreſſing what ſhe 


elt at a diſccurſe ſo very humiliating. 


 Perrified by the diſappointment of all her | 


deareſt bopes, this offer, ſo alarming to her 
pride, and fo totally deſtructive of every idea 
that Lord Melvile loved her with honour, 


firſt arrouſed her to a perkect lenſe of her | 


| ſituation, 


Though wounded to the ſoul, and torn 
; by contending paſſions, ſhe had the forti: :ude 
CE G 4 rb to 
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to command all the tumultuous feelings ho 
Her breaſt. 


Her wind, ſupported by its own native 
conſciouſneſs of worth, roſe in Proportion 85 
te the inſult received. od 


She had acquired one very importint ad- 
vantage from this extraordinary converſa- 
tion, and ſhe felt it the moment her powers 
of reaſoning returned, the advantage of 


being clearly informed as to the nature of = 
Lord Melvile' 8 deligns. | ; 


She could now be no longer the pre- - 
| ſumptuous dupe of her own eaſy credulity, 
or of Lord Melvile's 9 8 addreſſes. 


Lord Claremont's degrading offer, Ike : 
the ſudden ruſh of the tempeſtuous North 
wind, had diffipated the too flattexging fa- 5 
brick of hope, the air built ſtructure raiſed ; 
by delufive | imagination. „ 

Py Adieu! 


Chap. III. THE REC U RSION, 1 29 | 


Adieu! the pleaſing viſion of expecta- 


tion! Adieu! fortune! diſtinction! title! 


Adieu! what ſhe vatued infinitely more, 


the tender union of conſenting hearts, of 


thoſe hearts ſhe had fondly fancied made 


for each other! 


5 Sbe bad the mortification ro find, this 
moſt amiable of mes, this all accompl: ſhed 


Lord Melvile; this Lord: Melvile, whoſe 
ſoul was an emanation of the divinity, a per-- 
fect reſemblace of the jr? good, firſt per- 
Felt, and 2 fair, had never regarded her 


in any more honourable light than that of : 


— aepimitreſs, - 
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* CH A be” . 


"0 Lord sera offer of the bank 
note Miſs Villiers had made no other 


: Ander than a repulfive, and not leſs grace- 
ful, wave of her hand, and a ſmile of inef- 
fable diſdain; but that ſmile expreſſed more 
: ſtrongly than language could have done the 
laudable reſentmen t which filled her WER. 

foul. 


a Prepoffeſted as Lord Claremont was with 


the idea of her diſnon nourable connexion 
with his ſon, he was yet awed IF: the air 
of dignity which tre aſſumed. 


He heſitated, and was at a "woes in what 
manner to proceed ; when, having recol- 


| lected berſelt, ſhe addrefled him in the fol- 
i wat terms: 


© am too. 6 my Jord: to difſew! ble; 


« nor would di :imulation avail with a man 


* * 


cc. of : 


5 Chaps 48> 2. E EXCURSION. 121 
M0 of your lordſhip «diſcernment, and kno! W. 
85 ledge of the world. 1 5 


=. Your lordſhip has awakened me from 
Wl pleaſing dream, to a lively leuſe of wy 
2 own childiſh infaruation, 


” Both tank Ilelrile and myſelf have. 
© been miſtaken: I, in imagining him a 
man of honour ; he, in ſuppoſing me a. 
1 woman des oted to infam Ye 


= «] aln above di iIguiſe, my lord; I vill 
gt deny that I have loved Lord Melvile; 

gr rather, that 1 b. ve loved the beautiful 

„idol of my own creation, the ideal, the 

Hall. perfect Lord Melvile, WhO no longer. 

| « exiſts bur in the traces of my deluded. 
5 Ke imagination. 3 


« T am puniſhed; my Gfilove perhaps: 
825 (nerited. chis e de therefore ſub- 
1 8 6 ee ee 


$ by | 
a 1 1 
2 4 
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« mit to it without complaining, and am 


6e thankful I am undeceived ſo ſoon. | 


> 


«] would ſay fomething in my own vin. 


4 dication. I am incoherent, my lord, but 


it is perhaps impoſſible to be otherwiſe at 
« * this moment, ED 


60 1 do not condemn Lond Melvile ; every 


« man has his own charadteriſtic Way of 
& thinking. 


9 


= 1 act Unknown to you, my lord, which 
«jg your only excuſe for what I have juſt N 
© heard; but from this moment learn to 
< reſpe& a woman whoſe family is not in- 
* ferior to your own, whoſe virtues do not 
* diſgrace her birth, and whoſe error in 
this inſtance has been owing only to her 
„ youth, her inexperience of the depravity 
| «of mankind, her frank, her oper, unſuſ- 
“ pecting temper, her too great eſteem of 
9 Lord Melvile; and, in ſome degree, per- 


6 . 
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« haps, to a vanity which is pardonable at 


5 — © her ſeaſon of life. 


85 Perhaps 1 am, however, ill more cul 


6 pable; ; perhaps Lord Melvile's rank was 


one of his attractions; perhaps my heart, 
filled as it was with tenderneſs for an ob- 


ect which appeared to me moſt amiable, 


. yet adverted in ſome degree to thoſe ex- 
eternal advantages which ought to have 
„ heen below my attention, and that 1 


cc looked forward with too much pleaſure: 


« to a ſituation to which my fortune gave 
e me leſs right to aſpire in this age of un- 


3 exampled venality, than thoſe Who are in 


5 very other refpect infinitely below 1 me. 


« 1 know: not the lady whom. your + lords 


of « ſhip has mentioned as the intended bride 
4 of Lord Melvile ; but perhaps fortune is 


- «the only advantage ſhe has over the. de- 
* ſcendant, and that not very remote, of 


« one of the nobleſt houſes in the kingdom. 
| "Bs 
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„Do not miſtake theſe tears, my lord; 
« they are not thoſe of weakneſs, but of 
"BY * generous indignation, . 


« Your lordſhip muſt neceſſarily obſerve. 
«the preſent agitation of my mind, and the 
G& painful effort I make: to behave as be- 
comes me; and therefore have, I am con- 
; 7 vinced, too much politeneſs to pr olong a 
« yiſit which cannot but be extremely em- 
25 „ barrafling to us both.“ 


Lord Claremont regarded her with a 
mixture of ee and admiration. 


Wink as he thought of g kind, he 8 


almoſt believed her a woman of honour. : 


» 


At all events, however, he gh; not 
deny her the praiſe of being at leaſt a 
Woman of [pirit.. 1 0 


He 


Chap, IV. THE EXCURSION, 1355 


He could not determine whether ſhe 
plaved a part or not ; but it ſhe did, he al. 


lowed her the merit of playing it admirably, 


He felt as ſtrongly as Miſs Villiers the 


propriety of ſhortening the viſit ; and, after 


_ atremplihg-an apology, which he had beiter 


have let alone, as it only ſerved to encreaſe 
their mutual embarraſſment, he retired, and 


le oft our unfortunate heroine to her reflec- 


tions. 
l 
E H APY. 


"po her reflections 2 Alas! what reflece. 
: tions? 


She threw herſelf, ex hauled: od alia 


breathleſs, into a chair; the tears trickled 


5 down her face, which ſhe covered with both 


her 5 
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her hands, as if aſhamed of her weakneſs, 
though without ſpeQators. | 


Not the inj red royal Conſtance felt more 


ſtrongly the Dauphin's perfidious alliance — 


£6 Gone to be marr ied ? gone to ſwear a truce } 5 


Impoſſible? Lord Claremont had deceived; 
her, in or order to break off the attachment. 


Theſe arts were common amongſt avari- 


She had read of them in an hundred 
novels, and at leaſt halt a dozen true if 


tories. 


How ſhould he know whether her | con- 


jecture \ was founded | in truth? 


She owed | it to Lord Melvile, as well as. 
herſelf, to come to an eclairciſſement. | 


Suppoſe he ſhould write to him? „ 
Write 


ts che: EXCURSION 137 


"Write to a man who had treated her 


with ſuch indignity : 


But how was ſhe certain it was Lord 


| Melvile from whom the had received this 


indignity! 


I her falpicions were true, he was not 


only innocent, but wk injured with 
herſelf, e 


1 hey anſt be true; Lord Melvile' s ſoul 
Df was the genuine feat of honour. 


She fat down—ſhe began—ſhe burnt the 
letter—ſhe wrote a ſecond—ſhe threw away, 


the pen—all her reſentment revived at the 


remembrance of Lord Claremont's laſt inſult, 


After a moment's reflection ſhe deter- 


: | mined, at all events, to write ; juſtice to 
| Lord Melvile made this ſtep an abſolute duty. 


The 
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The mot :Landoned criminal had a a rig ht 
to be heard. 18 „ 


She, however, thought it prudent to- | 
defer the execution of this deſign till her, 
= mind ſhould be a little leſs agitared. : 


The 3 of her ideas was aſtoniſh- 
ingly rapid. 


She conſidered the whole tranſaction in 
every point of view; and every moment 
felt more ſtrongly the impoffibility of Lord 

Melvile's being a party in the indelicare 2 
behaviour of his father. : 


From thinking it poſſible Lord Melvile- 
might ſtill be the amiable being ſhe had 
ever believed him, ſhe proceeded to ſup- 
| poſe it probable ; from thence the tranſition 
to its being certain was amazingly eaſy, 


Belold 
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Behold the naturally progreſſive action 
of a ſanguine tem per 5 


Her mind became, by degrees more 
calms 


A ray of hope darted acroſs the palpable | 
 «bſcure of the rn half hour. 5 
Lord Melvile's idea once more preſented 


itlelf! in all its charms: ſhe ſa w the {mile 
of truth and candour on his bps. 


we will leave her to renew her acquaint- 5 
85 ance with the gay phantom which had al- 


ready miſled ber, and do ourſelves the ho- 


nour to pay a viſit to Lady Plaſt. 


5 
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GH A FP. VI. 


HIS moſt dove-like of all po ſſible 
dowagers had taken Harry into her 


ſervice the moment he quirted that of Miss 
Villiers. 


1 her other perfeQions, Lady 


hlaſt was a pretty good ſcribbler, and had 
more than once enriched the — Maga- 
_ zine with little anecdotes of her moſt inti- 


mate female friends; anecdotes which 


wanted no recommendation except the very 
uſeleſs one of being true. 


She LL Le Harry with the pre- 


ciſion of an inquiſitor; and had diſcovered 


enough to form an admirable tete d tete hi- 
tory of Lord M-Iv-ile and Miſs V. II. -s. 


Harry had accidentally mentioned Mrs. 


5 Merrick's affectionate attachment to our he- 


| Chap. VI. THE EXCURSION, 141 
roine, and chat ſhe had ſometimes called her 
* the tender appellation of the dear child. 


"To dear child aug unden e have 
been Harry's miſtake; ſhe muſt, to a cer- 
tainty, have ſaid, m) dear child, 


'Ye, the muſt have "Fa an interpo- 
lation of Harry's: 580 was ſo oy as 


ſuch a wine 


Zh The genuine original text muſt, undoubt- 
edly, have been 2 8 


The meaning of this very endearing ex- 


1 preſſion was obvious; Mrs. Merrick was, 


do an abſolute e her mother. 


: This e was happy ; ; he brilliant | 
jayention of Lady Blaſt ſupplied the reſt. 


CH Af. 
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CH A Tv 


E R ladyſhip's manuſcript, replete 
A with gall, in its journey from her li- 
brary to the preſs, had fallen into the hands 
of the compoſitor to a ſcandalous magazine, 
who, beſides his being a man of ſo much 
feeling as to deteſt his preſent employment 
(an employment by which, however, be 
ſupported a wiſe and ſeven children), was 
a particular friend of Mrs, Merrick's þbro- 
ther, had often viſited | Mrs. Merrick, and 
had more than once ſeen our heroine as the 
Paſſed the door of Mrs. Merrick's fitting 
parlour to her rings; | 


The names of Mrs. M-rr- EY and Mit 5 
V- II- rs had ſtruck him on his beg une to 
tet the Preſs. x 


As he pr 8 he fond the fron of 
this infamons romance to be Berners-ſtreet. 
N The 


ne Mio 1 * EXCURSION. 143 


The ſimitarity of names and places was 
too great to be accidental. 


His heart now became intereſted; 10 left 
his work unfiniſhed, put the manuſcript 


into his pocket, and ene to find his | 
friend. 


A moment's digreſſion if you pleaſe, 


gentle reader, on the preſent faſhionable 
15 manufacture of printed FARES 


4 l 


. VII 


A MONGST the evils of the preſent 
- hour, there 1s not one which more 
| walls demands redreſs, or which is more 
difficult to be redreſt, than the licentious 
malignity of that preſs, the liberty of which 


is 
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is at once the glory and the ſtrength of our 
conſtitution. 6 


Beauty, youth, genius, all which e can di. | 
tinguiſh one human being from another, 
are the deſtined mark, the helpleſs prey, of 
the literary landerer. 


ie e en the bounty of the benig- 
nant Creator, and turns the choiceſt bleſ- | 
ſings of heaven into curſes, 4 5 


His venal pen, tempted by a gain more 
ſhameful than that which pays the midnight 
robber, ſacrifices the peace of families, 
the honour, the tranquillity, nay ſometimes _ 
the lives, of the moſt virtuous individuale, | 
on che mercileſs altar of Envy. 


Ves, indignant reader, you feel the atro- 
city of his crime: you juſtly execrate the 
man who ſcatters arrows and death, and 
. Js it not in ſport?ꝰ⸗/ : 
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The murderer of reputation merits the 
ſevereſt puniſhment which human laws, 


framed for human happineſs, can inflict, 


He merits to be driven from ſaciety, the 
| ſweets of which he tinges with the deadlieſt 


| poiſon to be driven from human converſe 


to herd with congenial monſters, with the 
| mercileſs inhabitants of the howling Wilder- 
nes. | 


The juſt objed of univerſal abborrence, 


* what puniſhment does not his crime deſerve! : 


5 The: pangs of poverty, diſhonour, we ; 
| death, if you pleaſe—I will not plead his 
| cauſe; death is perhaps too mild an erpis⸗ 


3 tion of his offence, 


But 1 pauſe: a moment You — What 


do not you deſerve ?—You, who read his 


unhallowed works with approbation ? ? 
| Vor. II. | H | You, 


146 THE EXCURSION: * 


You, who tempt his diſtreſs to forge the b 
5 favage tale? 


You, who unſolicited by hard neceſſity, 
his dreadful plea, cruelly wound the fame 
of your unſuſpefting neighbour, to gratify 
a malignant temper, or HE: idle e of 
a xoment? 8 


Do you not—unfeeling as you are—by 
encouraging ſuch deteſtable publications, 
Wantonly plant yourſelf the envenomed 
dagger in the boſom of innocence > 


It is in your power alone to reſtrain the 
growing evil, to turn the envenomed dart 
irom the worthy breaſt, 
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Sele to read, and the evil dies of itſelf: 
ceaſe to hats, and the venal calumniator : 
will drop his ulcleſs Feu 
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147 


Think, whilſt the cruel ſmile yet mantles 
on your cheek, that your own heart may 
be the next that! is wr ung by the malignant 
t tale. 


The ble \ fiene of your choice the · 


5 ſiſter endeared to you by the tender ties of 


blood—the blooming daughter you edu- 
cated with ſuch anxious 3 


Vourſelf— may be the next devoted 
| victim. 1 . : 


| Reflet one moment, and you will exe- 
crate the barbaro!: us pleaſure you have fel: 


on reading theſe flanderous clironicles of 
tallehood. 


You with to be amuſed ; I pardon, I com- 
mend your wiſh ; but you may be amuſed. 
: without wounding the better feelings of 


= your ſoul. 


1 2 Believe 
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Believe me, the human mind Is curious, 
not malignant. 


Ir delights in well- painted pictures of life 


and manners, but does not demand that they | 
mall be all drawn in ſhade. 


The lovely form of virtue ; of virtuc, 
crowned by proſperity, or nobly ſtruggling 
with the tide of adverſe fortune, will amuſe, 
will intereſt, will charm, beyond the black- 


eſt tints, wrought by the baleful hand of | 
the literary aſſaſſin. 


FX. 


$f 


But to our 17 which has been per 


haps t too long interrupted. 


CHAP. 


Chap. IX. Tue ExcvaoioN. 149 
CHAP, 1x. 


0: R 3 had a wiſe and ſeven 


| children, dependent on his labours tor 
85 bread. 


His beart had 1 revolied againſt his 
preſent employment, but there were reaſons 


for continuing in it which had hitherto 
"Ow its — murmurs. 


Wwe have faid, he had a wife 1 feven 
; children dependent + on him for bread. 


He RR not, e hope to be ſo 


well paid for atrending a preſs more wor- 
; way employed. 


If he declined this illiberal engagement, 


another, leſs ſcrupulous, would certainly : 
accept it. 5 | 
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8 


Le had not till this moment ſeen in full 


light the pernicious tendency of chis ſpecies 
of publication. 


The in] ury might, for aught he knew, 
be, with the perſonages, ns a ideal. 


Lord "TIER and Lady M— were beings 


in the moon, nor did he know that ſuch 
: «haraQers actually exiſted; they were = 

much our of the circle of his knowledge a3. 
if, inhabitants of Japan. 


1 1 Was the Gt inſtance of his knowing | 


that any of the parties traduced had real 


exiſtence. 


*” 


From this moment he reſolved to quit his 


employment, 


His children” Mould not, he determined, 


eat the bread which was moiſtened by the 


tears of calumniated virtue. 1 
He 
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He gave notice to the perſon who em- 
| ployed him, and whom he met accidentally 
on the ſtairs, to provide himſelf with ano- 
ther compofttor. = 


: Uis heart grew lighter as he ſpoke. 


The Plesſürable ſive 1 of ſelf .approbation 
expanded his honeſt boſom, . 


Ihe benevolent Father of all muſt cer- 
tainly (thus he reaſoned) ſee with more than 
indulgence a reſolution founded on the beſt 


een! of the human heart. 


'To 0 Providence therefore, direging his 
5 induſtry, he reſolved to truſt for his furure 
aper | 


f's Providence we will leave him for a 
moment, and return to Berner 8— ſtreet. 


„ QUA 


152 THE EXCUR SION, | Book VIE: 


E left our heroine ſtruggling, againſt. 
conviction, to believe Lord Mel- 


vile faitbful to engagements which he had 
never entertained the remoteſt idea 5E 


en g. 


| Engagements, which, to do his lordſhip 5 


jiuſtice, had their exiſtence only in her cre- 
dulity, her pardonable vanity, her ſanguine 
_ temper, and abſolute ignorance of the 
world. 


"He had intended to 2 but bad ns 5 1 


: deſign to deceive her. 


On the contrary, he had offered her a 


ſettlement in terms which, being ſufficiently | 


_ intelligible to himſelf, he coneluded were 
ſo to her. 


Sie was, homer: det to be- 
 Leve, and therefore did believe, his mar- 


riage ; 


Chap. X. THE EXCURSION. 153 
riage a fidion invented by an intereſted fa · 
tber, and for intereſted ends. 


155 This was not a very improbable conjec- 
ture; but it has been well obſerved by 
. ſomebody, that probability is not always 

on the ſide of truth. 


| ge oſs en Monday, after a ſleepleſs 
night, half reſolved to write Lord Melvile 
a narrative of his father's viſit and conver- 
fation, and to demand an eclairciſſement on 
-— a point in which both his happineſs and ho- 
-; nour were ſo deeply intereſted. 


That n ſenſibility to the beautifal; 
the becoming, in the intercourſe of life; 


1 that ſpontaneous feeling of 


60 A grace, a manner, a decorum, 


in morals ; ; to which women owe half their 
virtue, alone prevented her tali lo humi-- 
3 We a ep. 1 5 1 


154 THE EXCURSION. Book VII. 
CHA ; P. XI. 


Porn was another fabjea on which 
it was neceſſary for her to think; ano- 


ther care which obtruded itſelf even through j 
all her anxiety in reſpect to Lord Melvile; 


nay, which that very anxiety contributed | 
greatly to heighten. 


She had entered! into a ſtyle of life - not 
to be Avpported at a rrifling APY | 


She had not five pounds i in the world, 
nor did ſhe non where to get a fupply. 


She had tried her friend Eady 1 


and. we have ſeen the mortify ing reſult of 
the permet 


| She had but one friend to whom it be- 
came her to apply, Col. Dormer, „ 
ſpectable = 


| Chap. XI. g THE EXCURSIO No 7 55 
ſpectable uncle; and how ſhould ihe aſſume 
courage to tell him of her eee = 


How acquaint him, that, a dupe to hope, 
miſled by the glittering of a meteor, ſhe 


had expended the revenue of years in little 
more e than a month“ 9 abſence from Belfont ? * 


Her licerary hopes were at an end. 


Alas! was not her every hope as in 
founded ? 


| Lord n 8 ſtory, it was at leaſt | 
--Þ poſſible, might be true. 


She fhuddered : at taking : a view of her 
| ſtaation, 


She could not expe&t another hundred 
pounds to drop from the clouds: John had, 
by her orders, paid it all away, though it 


Was Sunday When ſhe received | „„ 
Hs By 


256 THE EXCURSION. Book VIE, 


By the way, to whom could the have ; 
been thus obliged? 5 


| The doubt muſt liave ſtruck my reader, 
as well as the lovely Maria. 


0 H A P. XII. 


N we are not writing a fairy tale, but 

the true hiſtory. of a young lady in 
Old England; a country where theſe little 
benevolent beings have long left off their | 
delightful midnight gambols, and do not 


even condeſcend to drop a ſixpence in the 


| ſhoe of Marian; it may be neceſſary to ac- 
count for this very well-timed, though ano- 
nymous, act of 2 


CH X P.. 


* 


Chap. XIII. THE EXCURSION, T5 


CHAP. XL 


AD Hardy and Lady Blaſt, whom 
44 we leftwhiſpering in a corner, at Mrs. 
Harwood's aſſembly, were tittering over our 
| Heroine's letter to the former, requeſting. 

Her to lend her an hundred pounds till ſhe 
could receive a remittance from the country; 
when Mr. Hammond, whoſe viſit to Mrs. 
Harwood that evening was meerly aeci- 


dental, happened to * the bene. 
- volent | Cs 


"bs he was nearly related to Lady Blaft, 
be took the liberty of aſking the cauſe of 
their exuberant mirth, when Lady Hardy 
very politdly 8 gave him the letter to read. 


Both the n name + ad the writing v were too 


3 familiar to him to be miſtaken, 


He 
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He very compoſedly put the letter in his 
pocket, and left the room without {peacing 
A ſyllable, 


The ladies called after him, but to no : 
manner of purpole. - 


He croſſed the ſtreet to Mrs. Merrick, 
and received from her a very circumſtantial 
and very ſatisfactory account of the birth, 
fortune, connexions, virtues, hopes, and 
romantic expectations, of Miſs Villiers; ex- 
pectations of which he knew the fallacy, 
being perfectly acquainted with Lord Clare- "4 
mont $ negotiation with Mr. Harding. - 


After enjoining Mrs. Merrick ſecrecy on 
the ſubject of this converſation, he retired 
to his lodgings, took a bank- note of an hund- 
red pounds out of his bureau, ſealed it uß 
in a blank cover; and, in the morning, ſent 
it to Miſs Villiers by a lervant on whom he 
could 5 
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3 . in the manner we have al- 
5 ready recited. 


wy But his ohitanthropy did not ſtop here. 
He ſaw her on the borders of a preci- 
pice, and determined to withdraw her from 


it, in ſpite of herſelf. 0 


He ſaw the vtmoſt delicacy mult be pre· 
ſerved in | the attempt. 


He was a poet, therefore his ideas were | 
| rapid. 


He b his plan in a moment, and 


1 5 ordered his chaiſe to the door, to put it in 
execution. 3 
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THE EXCURSION. 


CHAP 


F Mr. Hammond's wheels had moved as 
| = ſwiftly as his ideas, he would have 
reached Belfont (for thither he bent his 


courſe) with the velocity of a ſpirit, | 


He 
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He arrived at this abode of tranquillity | 
about twelve on- Monday morning, and 
found Col. Dormer hanging with undiſ. 


ſembled rapture over an expanding roſe-bud | 
in his Lilliputian green-houſe, | 


> "Mr; Hammond' could not have met with 
a more favourable occafion of being elo - 
quent, and even poetical, than EEE: ; 


He knew all of which Lady Blaſt was 0 


| He had, by Werte FINN a coals friend, 
heard all the flanderous effuſions of the pair 
of dowagers, in reſpect to our amiable 
| heroine. 


: His fears for her reputation were much 
ſtronger than thoſe he felt in reſpect to her 
fortune, though he thought n in the ; 
molt 1 imminent danger. EO 
ue 
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He might have ſimilized in the garden 
for an hour, without going a Rep out of 


IF his way. 
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5 He wi ght have obſerved to Col. Dormer, 
that, whilſt his green-houſe engaged his at- 
tention, a fairer roſe than any which bloomed 
there, was menaced with a blight from the 
empoiſoned breath of Envy. 


lle might have ſaid— 
In ſhort, be might have aid a thou fand 


pretty things, if ſaying pretty things had 
: been the purpoſe of His Journey. 


This, howerer, not being the cafe.” and 
being determined not to enter abruptly on 
the ſubje& neareſt his heart, the dangerous 
ſituation of Miſs Villiers, he for once went 


out of his character, and made uſe of an in- 


nocent artifice, to avoid en Col. Dor- 


mer too ſoon, 
* . After 
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After having apologized politely for what 
appeared an intruſion, he reminded Col. 
Dormer, who had totally forgot him, of 
their having been fellow-ſtudents and friends 


at Oxford; and, without entering on his 


real motive for this viſit, told him he could 
not paſs the door of an old acquaintance, 
without ſtopping to enquire after his health, 


He added, that he had an additional mo- 
tive for calling, which was, to tell him he 
had ſeen his amiable niece, Miſs Villiers, a 
few days before, in town, and had left her Y 
in N health and ſpirits. 


There are no people ſo ha ppy in mect- 
ing unexpectedly with their friends, _ 
eſpecially the friends of their youth, as 
thoſe who, in advanced age, paſs their tine _ 
retired i in the country. 


In this ſituation, the e even of ; a 
common viſitant, is of conſequence, as it re- 
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lie ves the too regular uniformity of occu- 
pation, which is the only drawback on the 
n delights of retirement. 


© The arrival of a friend, in ſuch a ſitua- 
tion, is an event, a little zra, worthy of 

ſpecial note in the chronolageaat. table of 
ſecluded life. 


Col. Dormer' 5 garden was to him a frvree 


of inconceivable pleaſure—But— always 
the garden! 


Beſides more chan half the real ralne 


5 every enjoyment depends On the ſocial 
idea of its h communicated. 


pineſs. 


- 


The vernal family of Col. Dormer age 


quired new charms in his eyes in propor- 


tion as they became the admiration of 
others. 


Thare i is no fuch thing as foltary . 
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Mr. Hammond was a . admirer, whoſe 


praiſes enhanced the beauties of every 


flowret which engaged his attention, 


He was alſo a new companion to fill up 


_ the void in the ſociety of Belfont, occaſioned 
by the abſence of Maria. 5 


Louiſa's converſation would have been 


ſufficient to Col. Dormer's happineſs, had he 


not been alſo habituated to that of her iter, 


we feel ſeverely the privation of every 
pleaſure to which we have been long ac- 


cuſtomed. 


The lovely prattler !— — 


The creative eye of ines preſented her Ds 
ripping, with Louiſa, delighted by his ide. 


That lovely prattler ! 


Wich what i impatience did be not t expe 


her return to Belfont | 
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A? TER a tour round the inden; a 


particular viſit to every favourite 
daughter of the ſpring, and a little retro- 
ſpective chat on the fubject of old college 
aqdventures, Col. Dormer, having firſt ob- 
tained Mr. Hammond's promiſe of ſpend- 
ing a few days at Belfont, preſented him to 
the bright Louiſa, who appeared to him 
only leſs charming than her liſter, 


- Ie that ſiſter the good 4 felt an 
enthuſiaſtic partiality, which, had he been 
5 Younger, woue have amounted to a paſſion, 


He regarded Louiſa with admiration ; : 


the was, he acknowledged, lovely — But 
1 Maria — : 


Lei had the fineſt blue eyes in the 
world, but he hated blue eyes. 
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| Maria? s were eycs indeed—eyes informed 3 


by the radiant blaze of genius— 


| The vivid glow of her complexion—the 155 
animated changes of her countenance as 
her ideas varied— the enchantment of her 


mile — © 


In ſhort, he was ready to exclaim, i in the 


words of the SpeQtator, 


& Louiſa is beautiful ; but Maria, thou art 


LC 


oy beauty! 


They paſſed a chearfal evening, and re- 
tired early to bed, in favour of Mr. Ham: | 


mond's fatigue. 


He ſlept little during the "ry part of the 
Winnt; he revolved in his mind the circum- 


N Nance which occaſioned his rain td 


| He found a thouſand difficulties j in cove 
to the manner in which he ſhould enter on 


_ the ſubject of Miſs Villiers 8 ſituation. „ 
He 


Ts TR INE 
12 3 


F YO GGG o ; 3 4% : : 
9 5 a N . MAS e 8 ae iy W . R . K e * : 4 — 
r 0 9 4 * 

4 F e 3 2 r r yk n 5 N , N * a 4 os 1 


Chap. II. THE EXCURSION. 171 


le might have ſaid, with more propriety, 


her indiſcretion, but he would not even allow 


that the Was indiſcreet. 


He called her eden the ebullition of 


a noble mind; and found merit even in that 


haeedleſs inattention to forms which chreat- 
NT ened ſuch dreadful conſequences. 


1 "Hs at laſt determined, as he intended ſtay⸗ 
ing two or three days, to truſt to the chap- 
ter of accidents, and only be on the watch 
to find a favourable moment. 


He could not, even in this ſhort inter- 
courſe, have miſſed Col. Dormer's prevail- 
ing paſſion ; and rightly judged that a mild 


vernal ſhower, or the blowing of a new 


auricula, might have the beſt effect poſſible 


on the mind of his friend. 


The morning being uncommonly fine, the 
| Carriages were ordered at the door at eleven. 
| 1 * Col. | 
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Cal. Dormer piepol ed to give Mr. an 
mond the pleaſure of ſeeing Burghley, the 
celebrated ſeat, in another age, of the ſtill 
more celebrated ſtateſman whoſe name it 


bears, from whence Belfont \ was diſtant only 
2 few miles. 


To Burgble) therefore ey prodedded ; 
once the abode of that political wiſdom 
which determines the fate of nations; now 

ſacred to the fine arts, to the muſes, to taſte, 
ro the milder virtues of {POT life. 


As ves 5 the. creative ſcience of imi- 


5 tation, Mr. Hammond was charmed with ſee- 
ing the noble works of the divine maſters 
with which this magnificent ſeat 1 is orna- 

mented and enriched. 


But he felt (as a patriot worthy of the 
name) a {till ſublimer pleaſure in calling 
to remembrance the public virtues of the 
| great, the wiſe, the uncorrupt, miniſter, who 
| Taiſed 


Chap. II. Tas EXCURSION», 173 
raiſed the glory of his country to its ut- 


moſt ſummit. 


He regarded his portrait with reverential 
| delight. Ps : 


e fancied be ſaw his venerable ſhade 3 in 


0 every APSSTIAAT, through which he was 
conducted. 


After lune hows pleaſingly ſpent in 


viewing the wonders of art with which this 
noble palace abounds, our party returned 
to — but returned not alone. 5 N 


They met in the avenue, within a few 


. paces of the houſe, Mr. Montague, the ru- 
ral philoſopher of whom we have ſpoken 


before, as lord of the manor of Belfont. 


He was coming on a riſe to the benevo- 


Jent maſter of this uperb manſion; who was 


however, at chis time, abſent in London. 


* His 
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| His ſon, the object that had reconciled 
Louiſa to ſhades and ſolitude, and whom 
our little family ſuppoſed to be attending 
his ſtudies at Cambridge, was with him. 
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hey were both on horſeback, and both 
Topped « on Wan Col. Dormer” 8 W 


Mr. Montague the younger had been ill 
of a fever at college, and had been ſent 
home (where he arrived the evening before) 

for change of air, by his phyſicians. 


His illneſs had left a paleneſs which only 
rendered his countenance, if 1 more 
Intereſting than ever. 


Mr. 1 was tack with a face ſo 
Full of expreſfion, and was going to aſk his 
name, when he approached the chaiſe in 

| Which the good old man was with the lovely 
Louiſa, 1 


FN 
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On ſeeing the object of per tendereſt af- 


fedion in a manner thus unhoped and unex- 


: pected, the cheek of Louiſa became ſuffuſed 
with the livelieſt crimſon ; her heart beat 

thick, her voice faltered, and her repeated 
attempts to ſpeak terminated 1 in broken and 


inarticulate accents. | 


5 8 not only involuntary, but 
_ unknown at the time to herſelf, ſhe, with a 


| trembling hand, let down the glaſs of the 
OE at Mr. Montague 5 approach. 


" ha addreſſed her with an emotion which, 
though perhaps favourable to his beauty, 


was far from being ſo to his elocution. 


The confuſion, the agitation, the pleaſure 


vilible in the countenances of both, were 


too perceptible to eſcape Mr. Hammond 8 
obſervation. > 
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476 THE EXCURSION. Book VIII. 


Their looks were ſufficiently intelligible 
to ſtand in no need of an hiſtorian to inform 
him of the ſituation of their hearts, 


He now thought Louiſa as handſome as 
her ſiſter. 


„„ had lot that air of fil. life which 
8 55 had at firſt ſight extremely diſpleaſed him. 


tA 
WO. 


Her blue eyes were become lovely by 
being penal 


In ſhort, ſhe appeared to "Vim anche 
n being; ſo much does beauty depend on 
animation. 


She was REN longer a faultleſs ſtatue, but 
an enchanting woman; an object, not merely 
of admiration, but'of paſſion. 


Mr. Montague left his ſon by the ade of 
Miſs Villiers's chaiſe, and, giving his horſe 


7 
to a ſervant, returned to Belfont in that of 9 
Col. Dormer. 


Chap. II. THE EXCURSION, 


The party ſeparated at Mr. e 8 
door, who invited himſelf, and his family, 
conſiſting of this ſon, and a very amiable 
daughter, to ſpend. the afternoon at Col. 

Dormer 8. 
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n EN we laſt ſet « out Tr London, 
we left Mr. Montagne the younger 
at Col. Dormer's gate, where he arrived in 
the intention of explaining himſelf in the 
cleareſt terms to Louiſa on the ſubject of 
his Paſſion. 


This reſolution we have obſerved had 

been a little precipitated by the report that 
Aman of great fortune had made propoſals 
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178 THE EXCURSION. Book VIII, 
to Col. Dormer for his niece ; which report, 
however, * not to be true. 


As minute details of converſation Was 


lovers are much more intereſting to the par- 
ties concerned than to anybody elſe, we 
| ſhall wave particulars, and only ſay, that 
Mr. Montague was not diſſatisſied with the 
interview; and that during the three weeks 


of his ſtay at Belfont, for he went to college 


a week ſooner than he intended, he had 
brought her to promiſe never to marry any 

other man, though ſhe perſiſted in refuſing 
to enter into any poſitive engagement with 
him, unleſs with his father's moſt perfect 
: approbation. 


He went to Cambridge ſatisfied in ſome 
degree with this promiſe, and determined 
to write the ftate of his heart to his father, 


lle was, however, prevented by a fit of 
illneſs, brought on by his fears that Mr. 
Montague, 
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Chap. IH. THE EXCURSION. 179 
Montague, indulgent as he was, would not 


approve an alliance in which Intereſt had 


ſo little ſhare. 


He kid forgot that this excellent father 
was a philoſopher in the moſt extenſive ſenſe 


of the word; and that, ſetting. his philo- 


ſophy aſide, his very prejudices would in 
this inſtance be 1 in his favour. 


In mort, he was not, though he ought to 


have been, exempt from the baneful error 


of young people, in ſuppoſing it pofſible 
they can have any friend half as much in- 
; tereſted i in their happineſs as a parent. 8 


He wrote, however, to kis alter, who had 
always been the confidante of his paffion, 
and told her bis determination to aſk his 


father's permiſſion to marry Miſs Villiers, 


as ſoon as he ſhould return to Belfont. 


: On hearing of his inet, alarmed for hig. 
life, Miſs Montague diſcloſed the ſecret to 
. „„ e 
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her father, who had ordered his carriage to 

be ready in the morning, in the intention 
of going himſelf to fetch him from Cam- 
brige, when he arrived in a poſt- chaiſe at 
the door. 


Mr. Montgoc, who thought Wappen 
the firſt object of every rational being, and 
knew it did not depend on wealth, was per— 
fectly ſatisfied with the choice his ſon had 
made; but as marriage is a ſtep there is no 
retrieving, he was anxious to be clearly in- 
formed as to the inclinations of the young 
lady, before he took any meaſure prepara- 
tory to a union, to which, ſuppoſing their 


attachment mutual, he had not the ſhadow 


of an objection, = 


The ride of this morning had, acciden- 
tally, ſaved him much trouble on this ſub- 


Jed. | 


He kad obſerved 5 countenance of Miſs 


Villiers, on his ſon's approach, with the 


moſt 


== 


- * q 2 n * : 5 ” e 4 9 4 
32 „ 2 9 2 3 N ene 144.4 arg they xt & - ES; e ad 9 75 n 3 E 
ö 5 , 1 7.44.4 3 5 . 8 92 : 270 F * R 1 25 s rink 26, ES ö i T 
CSE, bs 22 r 8 r d es e ES n LES A 3 : HI. a” * Bea K * 
W245 3 8 R n 3 Se 3E ;! 7̃ A Eo EET RF 2, 1 bby, "Wa & 8 * 2 . L * Py N 
8 INS n N * 3 ö R <8 ö Cs} > ; 
* n . 5 , FS Wa: 8 re d « 


* Ns x at - — ">, R 5 Py 4 
n n N EFF 
222 OC I SE SEE 


by: 
* 
i 
1598 
1 
5 

. 

I 
af 

Ly, 

P Is 
; 
| 

N 


; Chap. Il. Tas EXCURSION, 181 
moſt ſcrutinizing eye, and had not a doubt 
remaining. 


In the full conviction that the future feli- 
city of both depended on their union, he 
had taken his place in Col. Dormer's chaiſe, 

and had aſked his conſent to preſent his ſon 
to Miſs Villiers in the afternoon, as a can- 
didate for the konour of her hand, 


There was but one point in which theſe 
two excellent m men had diſagreed. 


Col. Dormer Was for deferring the mar- 
riage two or three years longer, and Mr. 
Montague for concluding 1 it immediately. 


When the former had exhauſted all his 
arguments, which Mr. Montague heard 
with more patience than he was accuſtomed 
to ſhew when contradicted, he made the fol- 


lowing . 


I cannot, 
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I cannot, my good friend, account for : 
your arguing ſo unphiloſophically, on any 
principle except that of your ſuppoſing a a 


little aſſumed reluctance becomes you, as 
MF ſtanding in the place of the young lady. 


£ But jet me entreat you to lay aſide 
— your coyneſs for a moment, and talk like 


a reaſonable being. 


cc My ſon's happineſs depends on his 
e being united with Miſs Villiers; and let 
* me, with the pardonable pride of a pa- 
kent, add, that the qualities of his heart 


« promiſe that the happineſs conſequent on 


« this union will be reciprocal. 


« You and I, by keeping in the formal 


A beaten track, may poſtpone the æra of 
66 their felicity a few years longer. 


Rut reflect a moment, and anſwer me 


« one plain queſtion ; do you think it Pol⸗ 
992 ſible 0 be KaPPF too ſoon! 5 
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RESIN - * rr . 4 =! N 7 . 
G AE ͤĩ˙ ̃ K ̃ ͤ . nr ics OE I EF NY: ; . 


„The poet juſtly complains, that 


Tm Man never "th: but 82 8 to be, bleſt.“ 


am afraid this is too generally our 
10 own fault. : 


o We are preparing for happineſs when 
6 we might be 9 it. 


6 Human life! 18 too ſhort, and too un- 


85 certain, to have 1 its beſt hours waſted in 
. expectation. | 


Vou talk of his s ſtaying at college till 
. 0 he has taken a degree. 


1 have not the leaſt objection to his 


« k ceeping the neceſſary reſidence till that 


time, which is not very diſtant: but I fee. 
no reaſon to delay his marriage on that 
account, as he is not a candidate for a 


- 0 e 


« As 


— — — — Ay — — — - 
JJC 0b 


r 
FOES PRYOR 2 
— "0 - = — 


184 THE EXCURSION. Book VIII 

« As to foreign travel, I am in this re- 
« ſpe& a little ſingular ; ; but I am not 
_ « aſhamed of being fingularly in the right, 


ce] do not wiſh him to wear out his heart, 
ce poiſon his principles, and ruin his conſti- 
© tution, by deſpicable connexions with 
« French opera girls, or Italian courtezans, 


“ Still leſs do I wiſh him to run the eſſe. 

© minate circle of frivolte and ton at Paris; 
or to pore over ruſty coins, and ſtudy 
9 vertu at Rome. | 


«A young antiquarian is PV way 2 
| « ſoloeciſm. 


If a young man muſt have purſuits, as 
x he certainly muſt, let them be the pur- 
« ſuits of his ſeaſon of life, 


«] can | forgive even an irregular paſſion 
& for animated beauty ; but the man n who at 
FF entf ee 
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40 sichs for an Otho, and neglects his bride,” , 
« ſhould be diſinherited if a ſon of mine. 


« But to our buſineſs; I am the happieſt 


man on earth in the choice my ſon has 
% made; and in being convinced Miſs Vil- 
liers honours him with her eſteem. 


6 The favour of ſuch a woman might 
8 make an emperor proud. 


I have long hoped their childiſh affec⸗ 


« tion for each other would ripen into 
love; and had I never obſerved their mu- 
A tual tenderneſs before, their meeting juſt 
© now would have flaſhed conviction on my 
00 mind. 


9 Determined to guard my ſon againſt 
* the miſery of ſelling himſelf to keep the 
family eſtate together, L have always had | 
6 this moment in view. 


66 | My 
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« My income is three thouſand pounds a 

„ year, of which I have laid by half ever 
e ſince J married, that I might become 
rich enough to make my children happy 
ve without! impairing my eſtate. 


55 « ] have purchaſed Charles a thouſand 
« pounds a year, with a pretty houſe, about 
«© ſix miles off; and have ten thouſand 
pounds to give my daughter whenever 
« ſhe chuſes to marry; and all this without 


( leflening wy paternal fortune a ſhilling !” 


1 Mr. Montague pronounced the laſt 
ſentence, the chaiſe ſtopped at his door. 


Col. Davince ſet him down, and ered | 
- bis own houſe with an air of ſatisfaction 
Which did not eſcape Louiſa. 


He was gay beyond his uſual cuſtom; his 
eye ſpoke the moſt perfect content whenever 
it met that of his amiable niece. — 
nn Bram, copcoed „ 


Chap. IV. THz ExcvnsION. 187 


H A P. IV. 


R. Hammond, | who obſerved this 


without abſolutely knowing the 


cauſe, could not find in his heart to damp 


the joy of his friend by ſpeaking to him on 


ſo painful a ſubject a as that of Maria' 8 indiſ- 


| er retion. 


A day « or two had A clapſed in viſits to and 


from the Tn.” 


== The molt important articles of the mar- 
riage treaty were ſettled; Mr. Hammond 
nad arranged, in idea, his intended conver- 
ſation with Col. Dormer, and was waiting the 
latter's return from the manor-houſe, where 
he was in conſultation with Mr. Montague, 
When he received, by the poſt, from Mrs. 
Merrick, the malevolent hiſtory of Maria, 
which had been Draught to her by the honeſt 


compolter, 
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188 THE EXCURSION. Book VIII. 
compoſitor, of whom we have ſpoken 1 in he 
last book. 


Our heroine, in this infamous picture, 
was drawn in the darkeſt colours that falſe- 
hood and envy in conjunction could furniſn. 


She was deſcribed, and with ſome ap- 


pearance of plauſibility, as an adyenturer, 
0 and of the moſt abandoned kind. 


As the ilegirimate b of Mrs. 
| Merrick, by a cer tain foreign dancer, whom 
We are authorized to ſay, Mrs. Merrick 5 
never beheld. 


As ER received 3 this ideal bikes 7 
an education which diſtinguiſhed, her from 

her equals, and a degree of art and addreſs 
which enabled her to undertake, and to ſup- 

port, the difficult 79, of a woman of birth | 
and. COON» 


As 


As having been educated by her ſuppoſed 


parents 5 for the purpoſes of proſ- 5 


| titution. | 


As 1 been ſold at ſeventeen to Mr. 


5 Hammond, who had taken an apartment at 


Mrs. Merrick's for that very purpoſe ; and 
as having been ſupported by him in an ex- 


penſive ſtyle of life, in order to draw in 


ſome young man of faſhion to marry her. 


85 As having failed in her plan in reſpect to 
Lord Melvile, and as having condeſcended 

to live with this nobleman on other terms, 

| when ſhe found her hope of ſeducing him 


5 into a matrimonial engagement abortive. 


55 As having been left by him on the ap- 
proach of his intended marriage, and being 
now on fale to the higheſt bidder, 
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190 THE EXCU Rs I ON, Book VIII. 


I) be reader will judge of Mr. Hammond's 
feelings on reading this diabolical ſcroll, 
but no words can paint his aſtoniſhment at 
finding himſelf one of the heroes of the | 
tale. 


. he had wanted a proof of its falſe 5 
| hood, could one have been produced | 
equally deciſive with this? 


He was now doubly obliged to end 
forth her champion. 


How mould he act on o o extraordinary = 
an occaſion? - 


Should 1 communicate this vile fable to 
| Col. Dormer ? 


5 He knew his warmth of temper, and quick 
ſenſe of honour, and therefore dreaded the 


conſequences of truſting him with a ſecret | 
6 = 5 of 


| Chap. IV. THE  EXCURS ION. 191 
of this Kd, in = wich he was fo nearly in- 


tereſted. 


- He knew the world: and the delicate na- 
tore of: female honour. 


| The preſs muſt be ſtopped at all events. 


He trembled : at the idea of what might 


5 happen in his abſence. 


He Nel the manuſcript vith more 
attention, 


| The hand-writing was Aiſyuiſed, but he 
5 inſtantly knew it to be that of Lady Blaſt. 5 


Ane of voting ſo dark a tranſaction 
to an amanuenſis, this good lady (who had 
made the penny - poſt her vehicle of convey- 


ance) had tranſcribed this benevolent off- 
L . . her brain for the preſs herſelf. 


This 


Dormer with this difagreeable affair. 
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This circumſtance was extremely fortu- 


nate for our heroine. 


Her ladyſhip bak but he alſo feared, 


Mr. Fan 


It was 1 not probable We had ſent the 


printer a ſecond copy of her libel, as ſuch 
a ſtep might have led to a a diſcovery of the 
: author. ris 


The firſt was happily i in Mr. Hammond's 8 


own 8 | 


The moſt important paint was to ſee | 


: Lady Blaſt : as ſoon as age 


In ſuch a des not an inſtant was to 


be loſt. 


It was not a to embarraſs Col. 5 


His 
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His mind was more plealingly occupied 


5 by the e marriage of Louiſa. 


It would bs inhuman to diſturb the feli 
city of his friend. 


Albons; donc! The carriage was immedi. 
ately ordered. 


Col. Werde returned from his early 
viſit, and was aſtoniſhed to find Mr. Ham- 


mond's chaiſe at his gate. 


The good old man apologized for this 


unexpeRed flight. 


Some buſineſs, which he had only that TH 


| moment recollected, rendered it impoſſible 


for him to continue an inſtant longer one of 


che happy group at Belfont. 


N 1. 5 1 CHAP, 


jo LORDS. - 2 i. 


7 


- Blaſt, 


; 00: couſin” — 


CHAP. v. 


R. Hammond's wheels never {topped 
till he reached the door agg 


"ths defied, and he eſcaped, all the dan- 


| gers of Enfield chace, and arrived about 
eleven at night at the houſe of this reſpec- 
table dowager, which he found full of com- 

> Panye . 


He bent for her down to her dining-par- 
lour, and, without the leaſt preface, og 


her earneſtly | in the face, 


« Do you know this paper, Madam y 0 


If ſhe could have turned paler, ſne would 
at the ſight. She heſitated—** That paper, 


« ] dif. 
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« I diſclaim all relationſhip, Madam, till 
. . atoned for this infamous action. 


I will not expoſe y you to your viſitants, 
& hut let me ſee you at my lodgings carly 


* to-morrow morning: 1 hope, for your 


es ſake, I am the only perſon who knows 
00 of this affair,” f 


"Us looks; his authoritative tone, and her 


on conſciouſneſs of Zuilt, appalled her. 


She told him, with heſitation, he would 
ſee him! in the morning and returned trem- 


ling to her COMPANY: 


Mr. A went hom: thence to Mrs. 
5 Merrick” s, where he learned from a ſervant, 
Mrs. Merrick being out, that Miſs Villiers 


bad been gone three days into the country. 


Into the country ? Sue; Was not at Bel- 


* font. 1 
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196 "THE K XCURSION. Book VIII. 


He was bewildered; but as he was alſo 


extremely fatigued, he thought j it beſt to go 
home, and 25 the night to repoſe. 


IIis mind was ſtill that of iknghterrant, | 


but his body was not quite ſo able to keep 
pace With i its n as it had been at twenty 
a TWO. | 


e 
CHAP. v.. 


„HE morning after Mr. Hammond ; 
had ſer out for Belfont, Miſs Villiers, 


3 the knew not half her danger, had 


riſen in a ſtate of mind which Lady Blaſt 


| herſelf would almoſt have pitied. 


| She ſaw the precipice on the borders of 


which ſhe ſtood, though ſas ſaw it not in 
all i its horrors. 


She 
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She knew not Lady Blaſt's s inventive ge- 


nius, nor did ſhe know herſelf the objet 
of her malice. 


She ſaw diſappointment, ſhe ſaw diſtreſs, 


before her; but ſhe had not the remoteſt 


apprehenſion of infamy. 


She knew: not the blow now levelled at 


her fame. 


She knew nat that the ſtroke, if given, 
would probably be fatal; that the wounds 


| of calumny a are never perfectly healed. 


The human mind. impelled by its own 
reſtleſs nature, fond of the marvellous, and 


ever ſeeking food for that curioſity which 
carries us to ſo much good and ſo much 


evil, imbibes with eagerneſs the animated 


tale of ſlander, becauſe animated. 
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To inveſtigate its truth, to withdraw the 


veil which covers a well-invented falſehood, 
requires a cool diſpaſſionate exertion of the 
uncerſtanding, a patience of enquiry, to 


which few, not perſonally intereſted, will 
ebene 1 


It is an effort, and from all effort he 


mind of man naturally flies. 


-Lafatuated x Why did the leave her 


houſchold * 


Thoſe houſehold ods are alone the « cer 


tain guardians of female honour. 


we have ſaid, her quick ſenſibility of the 


| 1 had prevented her "Age on 
: Monday, to Lord Melvile. 


That ſenſibility gave way, on 7 ueſday, "6 


the avguſt idea of juſtice. 


Lord 
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Lord Melvile bed: a right to be heard i in 
his own defence, 3 


5 After refolving _ doubting, re-reſolving, 
an hundred times, ſhe fat down, and wrote 


him a letter f all of confidence and ſentiment. 


« What inconſiſtency !” - 1 1s true, but 


the human heart is inconſiflent. 


Sbe owned her tenderneſs; a tenderneſs 
1 and even rendered meritorious, by 


his virtues; by virtues which it would be 
profaneneſs even to doubt. 


5 She fetontired; but with as much ſoften- 
ing as the caſe would admit, the ſuppoſed 
artifices of Lord Claremont to break this 85 
union of two enamoured hearts; of two 


hearts ſo evidently formed for each other. 


She proceeded, like a miſs educated in 


| Hades, to _— him everlaſting love. 
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Could ſhe do leſs ?—He was ſo ſuperior 
to all his ſex “ To her the whole uni- 
8 verſe contained no other being.” 


Tn ſhort, ſhe ran on in the high romance 


ſtyle the length of two quarto pages, ard 
then diſpatched John to his lordſhip's houſe, 
with orders to deliver it to himſelf, if at 


bome, and to wait his anſwer. 


Mas ande which ſhe had determined 
indeed to keep only that little cbceh (a weck 


could not make much difference in he ex- 
pence), drove up to the door about a quar- 
ter of an hour after John ſet off; and in five 


minutes was obliged to give way to another, 
which Mifs Villiers took for granted was 


that of Lord Melvile. 


— 


Intereſted as tin was in the queſtion, ſhe 


had not courege to ſatisfy herſelf by going 5 
to the window. 


1] hg 
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5 
r 


The ruſtling of ſilks on the ſtairs firſt in- 
formed her the was miſtaken ! in her Conjec- 
| ture. 5 


; The door opened, and he ſaw—not Lord 4 
Melvile, but Mrs, Herbert, whom ſhe ps. | { 


: poſed o be Kult in France. | 
| Mrs. Herbert! What unexpetted W 


7 Pe 


5 The fend of her heart at the moment 
when a friend was moſt i 


26-5, > * — — 
a OR — — 2 — S 
£ — 


: | She v was breathleſs with joy— 


bir dear Miſs Villiers, need I ſay how 
. charmed L am to find you in town PR ts, 


« My dear 8 words—” 


& ] was ales you had company, 8a 1 | 


40 ' ſaw a chariot at your door,” OY 
K 5 | Maria | 
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Maria bluſhed— 


« By the way, my dear, you will pardon 
the digreſſion ?>—May I aſk whoſe cha- 


„ riot it is? It is by much the prettieſt [ ” I 


„ have ſeen 1 in England.“ 3 
She befirated— : 
* It is—it is mine, madam.” 


6 Yours, my dear? Do l underſtand you: 2 
_ Are you then married 3 


« Not yer—But Ia am fo happy to fee 3 


%u“ 

At this moment John entered, and in- 
formed Miſs Villiers, that, having aſked for 
Lord Melvile, he was informed his lordſhip 

Was gone into the country, to the ſeat of 

his intended father-in-law, Mr. Harding, 

and would not be in town till after his mar- | 


riage. 
His 
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His marriage! — Her miſery was then 
eee Jon enen into a chair. 


1 Miſs Villiers had too little art to hide 


her feelings, and Mrs. Herbert too much 
knowledge of the world to miſtake them, 
the latter was ſoon au fait as to the intereſt 


her friend took in all that related to Lord 


Melvile. = 


She however. ſpared her confation, told 
her ſhe looked pale, that ſhe ſaw the town 
did not agree with her, and inſiſted on 
taking her for three or four days to the villa 
of her mother: -1n-law, Lady Sophia Herbert, ; 


oy about twenty” miles from town. 


«] will ſend off one of my ſervants this 


moment to apprize Lady Sophia of our 
e intended viſit, and if you pleaſe, my dear, 
4 we will be with her at dinner to-morrow: 


2 this day Linkf on 1 ſpending with me: 
S 0G 


i 
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« we will be denied, and chat over all our 
8 Rutland adventures. 


Our heroine” was too unhappy at home, 
| and too weary of her own ociety, not to be 
—_—_— with the propoſal. 


She ade bend to hide the emotion ſhe 

could not abſolutely reſtrain ; and Mrs, 

Herbert, who ſaw her diſtreſs, and wiſhed 

to give her time to recover from the ſhock, 

| pretended to have viſits to pay, and _ her 
| till dinner to herſelf, 


We have ſaid Miſs Villiers had a mind, $ 
which, though full of ſenſibility, was natu- 
rally carried to ſee every thing on the 


5 brighteſt de. 


Mrs. Herbert's abſence was, as ſhe ima- 
gined it would be, a relief to her friend. 


She fat down, ſhe read the letter John 
had brought back ; ſhe dropped a tear of 
teens oye a ſecond. 


She 
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| She wept the loſs of the. moſt charming of 6 


mankind; ſhe. grieved ſuch a letter, for it 
was admirably written, ſhould be thrown 
away. 


No ray of ebe remained as to the firſt 
| ſource of her grief; as to the ſecond, ſhe 


determined to inſert this letter! in her next 
0 novel. 


«6 "Her next novel! 555 Is ſhe not then 
cured of the diſeaſe of mm ? 


Mut my friend, it is Plain you bare i 


| never been an author. 


- One oat” motive of conſolation hows 
ever remained. | 


"Her folly in writing that letter was s only 
known to herſelf. 


It had not reached the hand for which it 


was deſtined. | 
1 
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It bad not ſwelled the triumph of the 
intended Lady Melvile. 1 


She alſo felt that certainty of evil i is more 
| ſupportable than doubt. 


kheſe relleclions were interrupted by ber 
frizeur. Es 


A freſh fubje& of conſolation now ol. 
fered. | 


She approached the glafs— 


0 Vanity! benevolent goddeßbl how 
much are human miſeries e by thy 
celeſtial influence! 


CHAP, 


; Chap. VII. THE Excrasto N. 2087 


CHAP, vl.. 


\UR fair heroine, dreſt with the ut- 
Omoſt taſte, and with an air of on 
which ſurprized Mrs. Herbert, arrived a 


little after four at the houſe of that lady. 


They dined; Miſs Villiers wiſhed to un- 


boſom herſelf to her friend, but Wanted 


ane, 


Her preſence, however; reſtored ſome 15 


= part of her tranquility. 


They © talked of Belfont, of Col. Dorner: 5 


of her ſiſter : her heart ſeemed lightened of 
1 half its load. 


Mrs. Herbert made hex ſmile by drawing 


ridiculous pictures of ſome of her country 


Ae. 


They 
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They were ne their colfee | in Mrs. 
Herbert's dreſſing- room wen a  teryant | 
threw open the door. 


Es Blockhead! Did I not give hes to 
6 be denied gt 


« It is Col. Herbert, madam,” 
ce My brother? You will excuſe me, my 


dear Miſs Villiers; 1 am never denied to 
* him,” 


Maria rofe, and, turning her head, faw 
enter the room the very man who had 
' broken-1 -in on her tete d tet with Lord = 


Melvile. 


He was even in the ſame dreſs ; It was 
impoſſible ſhe could be miſtaken. | 


She bluſhed—ſhe looked down 
Mrs. 
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Mrs, Herbert introduced her brother; he 
addreſſed Maria without ſhewing any con- 


ſciouſneſs of having ever ſeen her before. 


His eyes had, however, betrayed him. 


Maria had remarked a glanee of mixed 


5 enquiry and ſurprize, from which he reco- 


vered in a moment, but which convinced 


her he had not forgot che adventure. 


She felt bis delicacy, and was charmed 


with it; but it humbled her infinitely in 


| her own eyes. 


Was thre a moment of her life for which 


the had occaſion to bluſh : £ 


In at a light muſt ſhe have appeared 


to the brother of her friend: 


What yt he think of her when he felt 


it neceſſary to diſſemble that he bad ſeen 


her before! FE 
She 
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| She was ſuperior to every evi] but loſs of 
honour. 


Was hers ſuſpected! And for whom ? 
For a man who had left her for another 


who had not even deigned to bid her fare- 
well. 


Would to heaven ſhe had never ſeen Lord 
Melvile ! TRES 


Her reverie was interrupted by Col. 
Herbert, who acquainted his ſiſter he came 
ambaſſador from Lady Sophia, to invite her 
to ſpend a few weeks with her in Surry. 


« And I, my dear brother, have this 
© morning ſent William to acquaint Lady 
« Sophia of my intention to paſs ſome days 
« with her, and to have the pleaſure of 
wh * introducing this young lady. 


"OM What ſay you, Mis Villiers > will you 
do the maddeſt ching! in the world, deſpiſe 
oh the 
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© the danger of travelling | in the dark, and 
0 ſet out for ar this moment?“ 


Col. Herbe ert looked at his s fſter : he had 
been furprized at finding with her a perſon 


whoſe character appeared to him ſomething 


a ond SR i 


He was much more fo to find ſhe intended 
2 to introduce her to his mother, 


He muſt be miſtaken + he could not bs 


the perſon whom he had ſurprized at mid- 
: cs tete 4 tete with Lord Melvile. 


It was ery to clear his ſuſpicions 
before the viſit to Lady Sophia was under- 
taken; yet he would have died rather than 


have binted thoſe ee to Mrs. Herbert. 


He called der into another room on pre- 
tence of buſineſs, and after ſpeaking in rap- 

tures of the beauty of her viſiter, aſked, 
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bur in a careleſs manner, as if a mere acci- 
dental queſtion, who ſhe was. 


Mrs. Herbert, who oblerrad the emotion 
which he endeavoured to hide, and who at- 
tributed it all to the charms of Mifs Villiers, 


ſmiled at his affectation of unconcern, and 
aſſured him her friend was as amiable as ſhe 


was lovely, and had but one fault in the 
world, which was, that her fortune was in- 


Kcequate to her birth. 


That he was a woman of erden ho 


nour; but with all the fire, and, ſhe was 


ſorry to fay, all the indiſcretion of the very 


oppoſite character. 


5 That, as 4 proof of this, ſhe had found 


her in town, on her return from France, in 
the moſt improper ſituation imaginable 


alone, in a lodging, and Paſſing her time in 
a certain ſet. 


4 ſet, my dear brother, which I need 
« not tell you is the very worſt of all poſſible 
| ner oe WP ſociety, 
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« ſociety, eſpecially for a youns woman, 
„ whoſe reputation is equally endangered 
4 by their malice and their example. 


6 A ſet, who are wholly engroſſed by 


as play, intrigue, and ſcandal ; and ſo par- 
* ticularly devoted to the firſt, that they ſee 


the approach of the genial ring with 
6 horror. 


SY 66 For them no ) vernal ſhower deſcends, 
no roſes bloom; they prefer December to 
Wo May, and execrate the ſmiling Zephyrs = 


4 «6 for blowing away their cards. 


00 In order to reſtore the bright poliſh of 
« her fame, which muſt have been a little 
« injured by this indiſcreet connexion, I 
am going to introduce her to the ſhrine 


of honour; that is, in plain terms, I intend 


to put her for a few weeks under Lady 


98 Sophia 8 Protection. 7 


« My acquaintance with her began laſt 
06 * ſummer in Rutland, where I found her 
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214 THE EXCURSION. Book VIII. 
jn the boſom of domeſtic happineſs, with 


« her uncle, one of the moſt reſpectable 


66 characters I KNOW. 


A man of the fineſt underſtanding, and 
cc politeſt manners; and who, I believe, 


never did a fooliſh thing but when he ſuf- 
„ fered Miſs Villiers to come to town un- 


2 protected. 


In . it is amazing to me how a 


man of Col. an s turn of mind could > 
g 60 ſuffer his niece—” £ 


\« Col. Dormer ! Let me underſtand you, 


ce ſiſter: did you ſay Miſs Villiers Was the 


ce niece of Col. Dormer f 285 
ce I did 5 


« Js it poſſible you can be in earneſt ? 


« You have no idea, my dear fiſter, how 


a happy you live made „ 
8 WF 3 
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I began my military life a cadet of 
( ſeren years old, in Col. Dormer's regi- 
© ment : he is the man on earth to whom I 
«am moſt obliged.” 


Mrs. Herbert ſmiled— 


They 8 to Maria, who began to 
be alarmed at their abſence. . 


Col. Herbert, whoſe doubts were all diſ- 


pelled by the converſation which had juſt. 


paſſed, approached Miſs Villiers, his eyes 


| ſparkling with pleaſure, and made a thou- 
ſand enquiries after the bealth of his friend 


Col Dormer. 


Mrs. Herbert? 8 e 3 her brother 8 


horſes, came to the door; they ſet off, 


though it was almoſt dark, and reached 
Lady Sophias little villa exattly at ten 


0 clock. 
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CH AP, VII. 


F Virtue—gentle, indulgent, feminine 
- Virtue, had choſen to deſcend on earth 
in 1 form, ſhe would have aſſumed 


that of Lady Sophia Herbert. 


. With a figure ſtill elegant, and a face 
which wanted only the bloom of youth to 


be beautiful, ſhe had an air which ſpoke her 
birth to have been the moſt diſtinguiſhed, 


an air which would have been commanding, 
had not its impreſſion been ſoftened by the 


{mile of undifſembled goodneſs, | 


Her countenance ſpoke, in the moſt ex- 
preſhve language, that calm ſunſhine of the 


foul which is the happy monopoly of virtue. 


She was perfectly well bred, without the 


remoteſt tincture of affectation. 


3 : She 
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She had mixed in the world; but her in— 


clination, and the mediocrity of her for- 


tune, had preſcrved her from mixing in 
the 1 n. 


Left a widow extremely young, ſhe had 


devoted her whole time to the care of edu- 
cating Col. Herbert, her oniy child, and 
pointing his road to glory, by ſhowing him 
the paths marked out by his iluſtrious an- 


1 ceſtors. 


2— 


He had returned hier. cares by meriting 


them, and by a filial affection Which bor 
gerede on enthuſiaſm, 5 


Mr. 1 oe at hoes inherited 
by his eldeſt fon, born of another mother, 
the husband ot Miſs Villiers“ s friend. 


I OX 


On bis death, without children; what re- 
mained of the family fortune had deſcended 
to Col. Herbert. . 5 
Vor. © L 1 He 
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He received it a good deal impaired by 


his brother's profuſeneſs, and by Mrs. Her- 
bert's jointure. 


He had, however, remaining about ſeven 


hundred pounds a year, which he divided 


with his mother, whoſe ſituation was before 


by no means ſuitable to her birth, but which 
this addition made perfectly caly. 


She had Fenn, but to no pur- 


poſe ; he rightly obſerved, that he was a 


ſingle man, and that whilſt he continued ſo, 
a handſome lodging, a and a hired chariot, 


were all the exteriors for which he had oc- 


caſion, and that his pride was much more 


intereſted in her ladyſbip' 8 appearance chan 


his own. 


. 
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Word or two, gentle reader, in re- 


ſpect tO this young man; after whicl 
we will leave the party at Lady Sophia's to 


get acquainted, and ſee what! is become of 


Mr. Hammond. 


Col. Herbert had entered into the army, 


as we have obſerved, a perfect child, where 


he had acquired all the frankneſs and gene- 
roſity of the military character; to which, 
by the cares of his mother, he had added a 


competent ſhare of learning, and a particu- 


lar taſte for polite literature. 


He had travelled, not in the modern 


ſtyle, under his own guidance, at ninetcen, 
with ſome needy, dependent, French adven- 

turer, as an apology for a tutor, but with a 
nobleman, his near relation, who had been 
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220 THE EXCURSION. Book VIII. 
ambafſador at one of the firſt courts in 


Europe. - 


He had therefore literally ſeen courts, 


and had converſed, not with little Abbés, 


Pariſian Gens de Loix, or the deſpicable 


beings that in France aſſume the name of 
_ Philoſophers, but with the firſt, the beſt, 


the moſt accompliſhed, perſons, in every 
country through which he accompanied 
Lord Li—— 


Too poor to be flattered, too well-born 
to deſcend to flatter others, he had acquired 


dignity of mind without vanity or pride, 


and eaſe and attention without ſervility. 


He had inc ſenſe, which his natural fire, 
and proper ſelf- confidence, produced on all 
occaſions to the beſt advantage. 


He was open, brave, generous, ſincere, 
 vell-bred; and, being in 1 perfect good- 
| | Humour 
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humour with. himſelf, was extremely in- 
elined to be ſo with others. 


lle loved women, but he alſo eſteemed 
them, becauſe he had been accuſtomed to 
the ſociety of the moſt eſtimable; and had, 
| beſides ſeen the female character in its moſt 
. beautiful light at home. 


His face Was ths pleaſing than cot is 
| generally called handſome. 


| He was of the middle ſtature, well. ma ade; 
: eaſy, genteel, and had the air and deport- 
ment of a man of faſhion, 5 


8 His 6 miliary life, had 
given him great perfection in thoſe exerciſes _ 
which improve the figure, and are becom- 


ing a ſoldier and a gentleman." 


His complexion was brown, and ren- 
dered browner by his Proteition ; he had 
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very fine cheſrut hair, and the moſt ex- 


preſſive dark eyes in the world. 


Let us leave our friends to amuſe them- 


ſelves by little tours about the neighbour— 


ing country; to read, chat, ſing, dance, 
play at quadrille, and be happy, whillt we 


return a moment to tow n. 


TIR a - comartable i leep, 


Mr. Hammond roſe, in good ſpirits, 


to receive Lady Blaſt” s Vilit, 


She came, the ee ine ſhe almoſt 


bluſhed. 


He menaced, ſhe trembled, ſhe acceded 


to o the conditions of forgiveneſs he propoſed, 


which 


Gf 


which were, to burn her deteſtable 1 manu- 
ſeript, and give the honeſt compoſitor an 
hundred pounds as a ſmall reward for hav- 


ing ſaved her the infamy of pablifiing © 
thameful a libel. : = 
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Our heroine's fame being thus reſcued 

from the danger which threatened it, Mr. 
Hammond pleaded buſineſs to ſhorten Lady 
Blaſt's viſit, and went to Mrs. Merrick's; 
where finding the good woman At home, 
he learned that Miſs Villiers was at Lady 
Sophia Herbert's in Surry, where me Was 
to ſtay a fortnight 3 e 


85 His heart Riesen with pl eil ure; half his 
work was done to his hands; he was The 
intimate friend and near relation of Lady 
Sophia, knew her virtues, the eſtimation in 
which they ſtood, and the importance of 
the viſit to Miſs Villiers. 5 
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He enquired into the ſtate of her finances, 
and, venturing to act as her parent for the 


time being, paid the few debts ſhe had re- 


maining, diſcharged her lodging and her 
chariot, wrote to Col, Dormer that ſhe was 


in the country on a viſit to the moſt re- 
ſpectable woman in the world, where he 
intended to join the party, and attended by 


Miſs Villiers's faithful old John, who had 


NT been 6 behind, ſet out for ny Sephia 8 


| 4 : 


HER E are ſome people who have 
the happy art of gaining, not only 


your friendſhip, but your confidence, in a 


moment. 


Col. Herbert was one of theſe. 19 5 
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Warm, ſincere, open, undiſguiſed, him- 
ſelf, it was almoſt impoſlible to have dif- 
guiſe with him. 5 


He has ads it a ; pojnt to gain the | 
eſteem and confidence of Miſs Villiers, and 
1 had ſucceeded. 5 


5 Aer 1 five or ſix delightful FROM . 
at Greenwood, in that ſweet ſocial inter- 
courſe of congenial minds which wants a 

name, ſhe had taken courage, as they were 

walking in the garden together, whilſt the 
two ladies were paying a viſit of form, to 
mention the evening in Berner's-ſtreet. 


I am aſhamed, Colonel,” ſaid ſhe, with 
ſome heſitation, “ to own I have ſeen you 
ce before, and feel moſt ſenſibly your deli- 
K cacy in not appearing to recollect a cir- 
6 ** cumitance ſo little to my honour. 
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My indiſeretion did not merit this de- 
* licacy ; and yet I feel that I could not 


- © bear my folly ſhould be known to any 


FE Po leſs candid than yourſelf. 


« ] ſhould even be ſhocked, if it was 


„ known to Mrs. Herbert, though I love 


cc her with the warmeſt affection. 


(c As muſt appear to you al preſent 1 in 


6 very unfavourable light, and as I have 
« the moſt ardent deſire of convincing you 
am not unworthy your eſteem, I wil! 


« beg you to hear me with patience whilſt 
« ] explain to you every little particular j in 


d reſpect to my acquaintance with Lord 
Melvile, whom I bluſh to own I did love, : 
e and whom perhaps I do not yet think of 


c * with the indifference I ought.” 


She proceeded to relate her little hiſtor 7 


5 and to draw a faithful picture of her heart, 


with 
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with a ſincerity in which Col. Herbert 


found a thouſand charms. 


She even owned that the ſplendor of 
Lady H's equipage had firſt miſled her, and 
that ambition had had too large a ſhare in 


her partiality for Lord Melvile ; though 


ſhe inſiſted, and with a vehemence which 


Col. Herbert did not Ks, that the really 


had loved him. | 


He knew that a woman ſeldom owns 4 
5 paſſion till i it ceaſes to exiſt, 


He 1 to love ber. and thought Lord 
Melvile far from a dangerous rival, even 
had not his ſituation in reſpect. to Nils 
Harding been what it was. 


e, TI6; 2 was himſelf 1 man of fire, be- 
lie ved it impoſſible a man of %% ſhonld in- 
ſpire a laſting affection; ſenſibility alone, he 


was conyinced, could be the tood of ſenſi- 
| bility. 
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He bad been ſtruck en paſant with Miſs 


Villiers's perſon the firſt moment he ſaw 


her, but thought no more of her till they 
met at Mrs. Herbert Þ 


When he found her not only a woman 


of honour, but the niece of his friend, her 
charms appeared 1 redoubled luſtre. 


From that evening he determined! ro gain, 


- at leaſt her N 


"Her friendſhip ! How are we miſled by 


words without meaning? * 


It was her love to which he aſpired, and 


which he reſolved to gain. 


"Chains 3 in London, at Greenwood he 5 


ound her divine. 


Having 
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Having with him no deſigns, no preten- 


ſions, no views either dictated by ambition 


or love, ſhe was with him perfectly at eaſe; 
and exerted fully that general deſire of 
pleaſing, which a young and beautiful 
woman naturally feels with an amiable man 


Who ſhews her particular attention. 


The thorn of anxiety, which her viſionary 
ſchemes had planted in her boſom, and 
which had always given a conſtraint to her 
manner in her converſations with Lord 
Melvile, was RI, and had left her 


0 all herſelf, 


She was now natural, artles, gay, vira- ä 


5 cious , undebgulng. 


In ſhort, the was the Maria of Belfont, 


not of Berner s ſtreet. 


The 
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The ingenuity of the confeſſion ſhe had 


juſt been making, had touched Col. Her- 
bert in the moſt wyely n manner. 


& was. not hs beauty, her genius, her 


various accompliſhments, which had riveted 
his chains, but her noble ſincerity, and the 


feelings of her heart. 


She expreſſed ſentiments for Lord Mel- 


vile, of which he died o be himſelf the 
object. 


A momentary filence had taken place, and 


both ſeemed immerſed in thought, when 
they were arrouſed by the ſound of car- 
riages. 


| As the road was directly under the low 
wall on the top of which they were leaning, 
Miſs Villiers immediately knew Lord Mel- 
vile, 


Chap. XI. THE EXcURSIOR. 231 
vile, who was in a ſplendid chariot with— 
Lady Melvile—for their hands had been 
joined about an hour. 1 255 


The train of attendant coaches, and the 
white favours in the hats of the ſervants, 
made it unneceſſary for her o aſk any 
queſtions. 


A glow of Ne clas, a exp lon, 


We need not 27 in What manner Col. 
Herbert felt this event. TO 


it is however necelfry to account for 
the new-married pair's having Paſſed L490 
Sophia 8 wall. 5 


The FI of Mr. Harding, though we did 
not find this of conſequence enough to men- 
tion ſooner, was only two miles diſtant from 

We villa of Lady 9 
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As the familics aid not viſit, this had el. 
caped Miſs Villiers's knowledge. 


1447 Sophia kept little company, and 
Was extremely delicate in the choice of it: 
meer money Was by no means a ſufficient 
paſſport to the happineſs of her acquain- 
tance. | 


5 She had a particular objection to admit- 

ting Mr. Harding into her coterie, which 
was that his father had been a menial ſer- 

5 vant to hers. 


But! to our buſineſs. 
a Our heroine was | embarraſſed, and Col. 
Herbert a little at a loſs how to reſume the 
converſation, when they were relieved by 


£ the arrival of the ladies and Mr. Hammond, 
Who had accidentally met at the gate. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Hammond at Greenwood ? Mr. 
Hammond a friend of this family ? What 
a pleaſing ſurprize to the lovely Maria! 


She bluſhed however at the idea of his 
being the confidant of her authorſhip. 


she hoped he had too much honour to 
We her. 


He approceded her with all the gallantry 
of ſixty-five, proclaimed his paſſion before 


the whole company; and obſerved, after 

St. Evremond, that there was not the leaſt 
impropriety in an old man's loving, though 

there might be in his expecting to be be- 

loved, to which happineſs he aſſured her he 
made not the ſmalleſt pretenſion. 


After a turn round the garden, Lady 
Sophia propoſed adjourning to a party at 
loo in the drawing-room. a 

| Whillt 
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Whilſt the cards were preparing, Mr, 
Hammond regarded Maria with looks of. 


the ſtrongeſt compaſſion. 


© I cannot ſuſter her to return to towns 


4 muſt withdraw her from the precipice, 


but without letting her tee the hand 


. whic u ſaves her. 


The utmoſt delicacy is requiſite on this 
* occalion : a mind me hers will bear no 
10 reproof but its own.“ 


Theſe were his reſlections; and they pro- 


duced a Propoſal of making a tour of a 
fortnight, in which he was to be maſter of 


the revels, with unlimited power to amufe 


them in whatever manner he chought 


Proper. 


Miſs Villiers, who, not having money to 


: ſettle her affairs, was unable to quit London 


intirely, who dreaded returning to it, W. 
viſbed 
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il 1 

wiſhed to avoid even the poſſibility * if 
meeting Lord Melvile, and who was too 11 
happy in her pr eſent fociety to think with _ = 
out reluctance of changing it, accepted the 9 
propoſal with tranſport; | 1 
It was at leaſt throwing reflection at Aa +8 


fortnight's diſtance, which is an amazing 
point gained, Ss 


_ Whilſt Lady Sophia and Mrs. Herbert \ 
were ſettling the neceſſary preparations for 1 


this little party, Miſs Villiers and the Co- 
lonel fat down to a 


2 


—— Pt RL 
A 


Miſs Villiers pad never obſerved him ſo 
attentively before; the fire of his eyes, the 
ſpirit of his whole countenance, formed ſuch 
a contralt with the maukiſh, unmeaning, 
uninformed, macaroni faces about town, as 
could not fail to ſtrike very forcibly a wo- 
man of her t turn of mind. 
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He was certainly not ſo handſome as. 
Lord Melvile — O: not a thouſandth part 


| ſo handſome — 


And yet ſhe knew not how but he was 


more intereſting had more ſoul— 


There was an animation —ſomething ſo 


ſpeaking in his every look — not an atom os 
Lord Melvile's Jang Froid. 


In ſhort, he was a very bie man, and 


though a woman would be unpardonable 
| who ſhould love twice, yet there was cer- 
tainly no impropriety in having a friendſhip. _ 


for a man of ſuch diſtinguiſhed merit. 


hare waa ſomething ſo charmiog in his 
attention to his mother he was ſo per- 
fectly well-bred to women—ſo much more 


than well-bred, ſo much in earneſt, ſo em- 
preſſe, to oblige them— 


But 
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But what was all this to her Lord Melb 


vile was falſe, but his falſhood_ would be N 


A "OP ORE apology for hers. 


0 He was indeed falſe, but he ought, not- 


. . to be as dear to her as ever. 


« A woman of gelicacy | is by no means 
4 abſolved from her obligation to be con- 


« ſtant by any change of conduct in the 
« eee of her tenderneſs.” 


£ No certainly; ; the ought to bore him 


40 for ever.“ 


Col. Reibe interrupted this ſentimental 


reverie by producing point, quint, and qua- 
torze, which finiſhed the game almoſt as 


ſoon as it Was begun. 


The 1 55 and Mr. Hammond returned; 
the play became general; loo took the place 


of 
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238 THE EXCURSION- Book VIII. 
of picquet: ſupper was anounced, Pam 


retired ; they chatted away an extremely 


plentant evening, and ſet out at nine the 
next day; Lady Sophia and Mr. Hammond 
in her lady ſhip's poſt-chaiſe ; and Col. Her- 
bert, with Miſs Villiers and his ns in 

that of Mr. Hammond. 


of S189} 
CI A P. XII. 


"IO Foun of our travellers was to have 
no plan at all, which we take to be 


- ha molt rational and eligible that human 
invention can ſuggeſt. 


They went every day exactly as far as 
they choſe, without giving attention either 
to hours or mile-ſtones; flew like the wind, 
or paſſed leiſurely to obſerve the face of the 
country, Juſt as inclination pointed out. 
They 
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They ſaw every fine houſe within the 
ſphere of their obſervation, 
every hill that promiſed an agreeable 


proſpect, whether it lay in or out of the 


direct road; ſtopped at a twelve · penny hop, 
at a ſtrolling play, at a wake, at a village- 


wedding ; and partook of twenty more 


little innocent amuſements which we have 
not time to {; Neale 


. The Hiinecarh day of their tour arrived : 


the propoſed fortnight was almoſt at an | 


end. 


Lady Sophia firſt obſerved 1 it; was time to 


rhink of eee to town. 


Miſs Villiers's heart ſunk at the propoſal : 


return to town! return to anxiety, to foli- 


tude, to diſtreſs ! 


She 
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She had been ſo happy! They were be— 
come ſo much one family! She adored 
Lady Sophia; perhaps ſhe might! never ſee 


her again. 


A ſudden damp pervaded every boſom : 
they lamented that the hours of happineſs 
ſhould ever have an end) that friends fo 
well ſuited to each other ſhould ever part. 


A ſigh of regret eſcaped Maria; Col. 
Herbert obſerved it, and preſſed her hand 
by an h 8 


The dreaded order was gi ven ; the horſes 
heads were turned towards London, from 
: WHenee they were now diſtant eighty miles. 


They travelled later this evening than 
they had ever done before, in order to reach 
i an inn which Mr. Hammond ſtrongly re- 
„„ commended, 
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commended, and which was kept by one of 
his ſeryants, for whom he had a great aflec- 


tion. 


In vain the hoſt of the inn they were 


going to leave exhauſted all the common- 
place rhetoric uſual on theſe occaſions; 
aſſured them the roads were bad being croſs 
the country, that there were highwaymen 


abroad, that it threatened a ſtorm. 


Mr. ae was obſtinate, the ladies 
compliant, and the chaiſes moved forward. 


After they had gone about ten miles in 
a very indifferent road, the night came on 


| almoſt imperceptibly. 


70 render its ſhades more gloomy, a 
thick cloud obſcured the whole horizon, 


They were now at the! entrance ok: an ex- 
tenſive common, the poſtilions ſtopped, 
Vor. II. e na declared 
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242 THE EXCURSION. Book VIII. 
declared themſelves utterly Uunacquainted 


with the road, and unable to proceed far- 
ther without a guide, which it was now 


| impoſſible to Procure. 


It was happy for them that Col. Herbert 
had been accuſtomed to reconnoitre: he 
quitted the chaiſe, mounted his ſervant's 
horſe, and directing the poſtilions to ſtop 


till his return, undertook to be their avant 
coureur. 


The orm now broks.s at once upon them, 


the big tempeſt roſe, the winds whiſtled 
round and ſhook the trees to their loweſt 
roots, the rain deſcended in torrents, the 


thunder rolled, the ſtreaming lightnings 


ran along the ground, and produced a lu- 
minous glare more terrific than darkneſs : 
itſelf. 


Col Herbert had been gone from them 


half an hour; an interval, of which my 
reader will imagine all the horrors. = 


What 
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What A ſituation FR women! For women 


delicately bred, and unuſed 


« To bide the PONY of the pitlef form! bf. 


Their fears were more than 4onble by 
Col. Herbert's long abſence, and by their 


anxiety on his account. 


They called to * but no ſound re- 


. except that of their own voices 
reverberated by the echo, 


It is exſy de image the feelings of a mo- 
cher on ſuch an occaſion; nor were thoſe of 
Mrs. Herbert, and Miss Tons 1 much leſs 


: keen. | 


Mr. Hammond ſaid every thing he could 


| to encourage them, but to no purpoſe: their 


apprehenſions were raiſed to the higheſt 


pitch, all contributed to make them pant 
M2 for 
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for an aſylum, when Col. Herbert returned, 

and informed them, that, dark as it was, he 
had diſcovered the track of wheels, and had 
heard, though faintly, the barking of vil- 
lage dogs. = 


With what tranſport they received this 


intelligence none but thoſe who have 6 


in a {imilar ſituation can conceive. 


They now hoped to regain the haunts of 
" mot. = 8 5 


At all events Col. Herbert was ſafe. 


The 1 loſt half its terrors from this . 
confideration, 


They advanced, though flowly and with 
£aution, in the track Cal. Herbert pointed 
out, and in about an hour had the happi- 
neſs to hear a clock ſtrike; and to ſee, 

through a coppice of trees, a glimmering 
ught at a little diſtance, 


Directed 


2 
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Directed by the light, they turned the 


corner of the coppice, and paſſed a row of 


| cottages, at the end of which, a little de- 
tached from the road, on a gently-riſing 
ground, they ſaw a houſe from whence the 
* Which had directed them proceeded» 


They rang at the bell, two ſervants came 
with lights, a lady and gentleman followed 


them to the gate, and on getting out of the 


chaiſe Mifs Villiers found herſelf | in | the 


a arms of her ſiſter, | 
1 Maria be 


5 Louiſa l' ug 


They could ſay no more; aſtoniſhment 


7 and joy rendered them breathleſs. = 


Col. Dormer, though not leſs happy to 
Fee her, was leſs agitated, and enough 
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maſter of him! ſelf. to do the benen of his 
houſe. 


He was charmed to ſee Lady Sophia, 
with whom he had been acquainted in her 
married ſtate, though he had not ſeen her 
Unce ſhe had been a widow., 


What ſarprized Maria moſt was, to G nd 


Mr. Hammond ſo well acquainted in the 
family. 


Our travellers entered the |haſpicable : 
walls of Belfont, and, inſtead of being in- 
truders on ſtrangers, as they expected, had 
the delight of finding themſelyes at bome. 


CHAP. 
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CH AP. XIII. 


T is unneceſſary to paint the joyous 
evening at Belfont ; but it may not be 
amiſs to obſerve, that Mr. Hammond was 


in ſuch ſpirits after ſupper, that he fairly 


owned the meeting of this group of friends 
to have been, not accidental, but a ſurprize : 
of his contriving ; and that he had commu- 
nicated the ſcheme, by letter, to Col. Dor- 
mer, who therefore had expected and pre- 
pared for them, but without betraying the 
ſecret, even to Louiſa, who was as much 


akoniſhed: at the i as her fiſter. 


«] 1 however,” faid he, « that I 
4 did not act in concert with the ſtorm, 
4 though x found it gt wer Ws f 


C 41 was Böer . obe to 
6s the thunder, becauſe, bein 8 unſeaſonable, 
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« and. therefore: unenpected, it had ten 


77 BY times che more effect. 


« 1 muſt give the ladies credit for {heir 5 


« courage; they faced wie, heroiſm a war 
of elements, which would have terrified 


EM 10 2 macaroni into hyſteries. Z 


" Confebs, ladies, did you ever 0 fo 


CD. charming an object as the light | In this OY 
OT 5 eee „ 


The hours paſſed o on fo addy; that it 


was four in the morning before even the 


female part of the Spy thought. of re- 
. . 


Mr. Hao Who was a bon wivant, 
becauſe i it had been the ton in his youth, 

inſiſted on one bottle of claret more to the 

health of the ladies Who had juſt left them. : 


m 
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His ſhare of this bottle elevated Col. 

| Herbert, who was before a little in alt, to 
the pitch of declaring his paſſion for Miſs 
Villiers to her uncle, and proteſting, that, 


though he was too poor at prefent to marry 
her himſelf, he would run any other man 


through the body who mould dare to think 


: of her. 


"He was the beſt: bums creature that : 
can be imagined, ſung beviamo tutti tre, 
danced an allemande with Mr. Hammond, 0 
drank the king's health, and that of the 
ladies, on his knees, threw the glaſſes over 
his head, and committed a thouſand inde- b 
corums, not one of which had the leaſt ana- 
109) with the preſent ſtyle of elegant ſociety. i 


Not hat that he was one of” the ſoberalt | 
men in the world, but—after a ſtorm—to f 
the health of one's prince, or one's miſtreſs * 


= forgive him with all my heart. 
NM 5 
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- It was nh great difficulty Mr. Han- 
mond prevailed on him to retire to his 
chamber, where, inſtead of going to bed, 


he kept the good old man two hours to hear 


him proteſt five hundred times over, and in 


nvearly the ſame worde, that Cleopatra and 
Helen of Greece were dowdies compared =; 


: to the divine Maria Villiers. 


Porpbens at laſt took e on Mr. 


Hammond, and inclined our Young. ſoldier . 


to let him retire to his apartment. 1 


The 1 RY kept poſſeſion © of the 


15 whole company till eleven the next day, 


when on aſſembling i in the breakfaſt par- 


Jour, they met Mr. Montague with his ſonn 
and daughter, who, having heard of Maria's 


arrival, with her friends, came to invite 
them to a little ball the next day at the 
manor: houſe. 5 
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The invitation was accepted, and the 
| Montagues conſented to * the preſent | 
day at Col. Dormer* 8. 


Col. Herbert, aſter making a thouſand 

apologies to Col. Dormer for having kept 
him up the night before, took him into the 
garden; and having, as in duty bound, paid 
his devoirs to the reigning Sultana of his 
green-houſe, a hyacinth of diſtinguiſhed 1 
beauty, very foberly aſked his N o 


e addreſs his NO: niece, 5 


„ Your claret, my dear fir, has done a 
+ 40 a oreat deal for me, IF PEPE wF | 
8 « « confeſſion. 


« 1 love Miſs Villiers, * my reaſon an 
„my heart are equally touched. Beſides 
regarding her as the moſt lovely of wo- 
men, I find myſelf unhappy at the idea of 
« * loſing her lociety, 1 in which, independent 

V or 
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« of her beauty, ] have found a thouſand 
: 86 charms, | 


. If 1 had a throne, I would offer it to 
her; I have only a cottage, and I eſteem 
her enough to believe, that, if I am fo 

happy as to be agreeable to her, the dif- 
© ference between one and the other 1 is not 
22 eſſential. 1 


1 My paternal fortune is ſmall ; and I 
« divide It with my mother, whoſe little in- 
come before was really inſufficient to ſup- 


ny wy "PRE her with decency. 


"ue ho only to offer he e glorious hopes 
of a ſoldier; a ſoldier well-born, well- 
< allied, and fond of his profeſſion , which : 

- 66 he has not diſgraced, 


—- If Miſs Villiers will condeſcend to ſhare. 
* thoſe hopes, and, in the mean time, to 


conform to my preſent fituation, I ſhall 


5 © be the happiclt u wan on Earth, 
| | (0 * My : 
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6 My mother is at this moment pleading = 
Ge my cauſe with Miſs Villiers; may Iaſk 6 
; * you to add your nnn, e 


2M Here: ſhe comes | herſelf, my dear 
Charles, and I leave you to ſettle the : 
8 Point with her. 


« You will ſay more for yourſelf in five 
* minutes, than Lady Sophia and I Would = 
7 BY: in ten Years. 


8 1 have only to obſerve, chat gain my 85 
An niecc's Hons, and Jou are ſure of wine 
cc at any. time.” | 


Therei is no . 10 nccelifal as the 
language of an impaſſioned heart : before 
this converſation ended, Miſs Villiers was 
convinced of two truths very important to 


female happineſs, chat it 1s Poſfible to love 
| twice, ; 
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twice, and to be happy without either : 4 
coach and fix or a title. 


Miſe Villiers left himn not devoid of hope, " 
and haſtened to dreſs with her ſiſter, her 


Own apartment being pen. up to N 
Sophia. 


During this interval the two fiſters en- 


tered into mutual confidence on all which 


had happened to them during this abſence; 


and Maria had the pleaſure to find the ami- 5 
able Louiſa was in a few days to be aniued - 
RE to a man ſhe had always loved. 5 


. ' She then related her hiſtory, ane Fade 
particularly on her Ori interview with Col, 1 
5 . 


6 I: l ſhould marry bin. fait the, « 60 j it 


would be the moſt extraordinary com- 


« mencement of a matrimonial engagement 0 
40 that ever happened. L 


; 2 | : ” cc 11620 | 
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: «] have been very indiſcreet indeed, | 
« Louiſa, but the inconveniences I have 
„ found from that indiſcretion will make 


„ me a pattern of cincumſpectian for the 
5 66 * future,” 


On relating the circumſtance of the hun- 
dred pounds which had dropped from the 


clouds, Louiſa's ſuſpicions tell very rightly ; 
on Mr. Hammond. 


ER The . friends, the 
Miontagues included, were drinking their 
coffee after dinner, when Col. Dormer's ſer. 
vant, whom he had ſent on buſineſs to Stam- 


ford, returned, and brought him his letters 
from we: poſt, | Foes 


The firſt he 3 was > rom his lips 

' merchant at the Hague, with advice of his 
having purchaſed him a pol yanthus, Which 
e e 
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he aſſured him would 87 ace the garden of 
an e 


35 lighted up his whole countenance on 
reading the ſecond; he gave it to Mr. 
Hammond, who, by his delire, read aloud 
as follows: 


„Mr Lon, Naples, Jan. 15, 1775. 
I! is my duty to inform your lordſhip, 
that my old lord, your honoured kinſman, 

the Earl of Clairville, died this morning, 

and has left your lordſhip the family eſtate, 

with 785 thouſand ponnds in the ſocks. N 


11. is expreſſed in | the will that my . 
left the eſtate and money to your lordſhip, i 
both that it might not be divided from the 


title, which is your lordſhip's by inheri- 


tance, and to make you amends for bis 
having treated you n in his life time. 
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I hope to have the honour of being con- 
tinued in your lordſhip's ſervice, and am, 
. * Lord, 
With reſpect, 
Your Lordſhip? s dutiful Servant, 


WiLL1an Jones 


P. 8. 1 have directed the letter in your 
i lordſhip? s old name, for tear of miſtakes at 
the poſt- office. ; 


The relationſhip * was ſo diflant, and the | 


Jus Lord Clairville's treatment of the pre- 
ſent ſo unworthy, that grief could not be 


ſuppoſed to have any ſhare in the feelings 
. of che latter. _ 


Congratulations - are points taken for 
granted, had not every perſon preſent been, 
what however they were, perſonally inte: 
reſted in the change of Col. Dormer' 5 fitua- 
tion, 
| « 1 Lao | 
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« have always,” ſaid he, addreſſing his 


nieces, * expected this event, but would 
not communicate my hopes to you, leſt 
8 * they ſhould end in diſappointment. I may 


now be allowed to build caftjes in the 
air; it depends greatly on you, my dear 1 


Sh girls, o realize them. 


© EN 1 have more money than I know how 
* to make uſe of myſelf: I therefore pre- 


« ſent each of you with twenty thouſand _ 
| * pounds, and leave it to yourſelves to be- 6 


66 ſtow i it as 00. Fat. 


8 4 1 wiſh you (though i in this 1 leave you N 
4 perfectly free) to fix in this neigbbour- 


« hood, becauſe no acceſſion of fortune 


15 6c would make me amends for the loſs of i 


your ſoeiety. 


- : Loui'a | 
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« Led has ned made a choice which 


40 leaves me 3 to wiſh in reſpe&t to. 
40 „ 


ah Maria, are vo determined on celi- 
66 * bacy ? 99% a 


Her eyes were involontarily turned. on 
Col. Herbert; ſhe perceived it, looked 
down, and bluſhed. „ 


8 «7 underſtand you, and am happy: Iwitt 
& 60 ſpare your confuſion, my dear Maria, and 
i „give you to * cadets 


1 4 And now for my airy RW ON It is to 
form a neighbourhood of perſons en- 


1 feared to each other Te 4 the molt tender 
« ties. 1 : 


« My 
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« My duty to my prince and my country 
« will oblige me to reſide part of the year 
* in London: I will take a houſe there ſuf- 
_* ficiently large for us all, where every one 

1 ſhall be at home, and without the ſhadow 

we of reſtraint. . 


DD « For Ps beſt, our rural, houſe, as Lord | 
6 Clairville, who lived abroad, and hated 
« his native country, long ſince ſold the fa» 
Ko mily-ſeat of his and my anceſtors, I have 
« a houſe and little domain in view for my- 
& ſelf, not two miles diſtant, at the top of 
ye yon hill, on the other fide the rivulet 
0 which divides the two counties *, 


TEE... « Col. Herbert and Maria being ſoldiers, 5 
de and therefore citizens of the world, ſhall, 


if, as I hope, it is agreeable to them, | 
6 make mine their country-houſe. 


, * Of Rutland and Northawpton. 
1 There, 
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There, perhaps, Mr. Hammond, to 
© whom Maria has obligations of which ſhe 
<< is at preſent ignorant, will join our ſylyan 
6 party, and be literally, N 


*« Our guide, philoſopher, and friend.“ 


525 And there,” ſaid the good old man, 
& your lordſhip ſhall build us a theatre; 


and Miſs Villiers and I will, in defiance 


« of managers, write tragedies, and play 
_ * them ourſelyes.” 


Maria bluſh's, and Lord Clarrill pro- 
cecded. 


« We will build a little, plant a great. 
« deal, and, above all, garden to infinity. 


66 Perhaps Lady Sophia wil diſpoſe of 
her villa in Surry, and honour Belfont 
55 by making it her future ee 


J 
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« You will love this country, Madam; i 
« it is ſtill, 8 


« A land unſpoil' by iti wealth, * 
ce and inhabited by a an old race of Engliſh 
as * : 


LY « ] will. write directly to my lawyer, 
and my correſpondent at the Hague; 
« the marriage ſettlements ſhall be drawn, 
and the ee eee 


«] will indulge an innocent folly, if! it : 
* js a folly, which gives offence to no one, 


= and extremely. gratifies myſelf. 


-4 And now, my friends, who will 659 | 
« that Fortune, though in herſelf con- 
* temptible, does not lometimes contribute 
to happineſs ? | 


08 She - 
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« She has enabled me to ſpend the eve- 
5 ning of my life in the ſociety of all thoſe 
© moſt dear to me; to give my amiable 
«© Louiſa and Maria to the two men on 
« earth who, 1 in my opinion, moſt deſerve 
them; and to have a collection of vege- 
cc table beauty, w which ſhall be the wonder 


4 and the envy of the univerſe,” . 


THE END. | 


